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At a glance...

Vietnam does not yet have a single legal framework on personal data protection. In 

recent years, such regulations were included in various laws.

The Ministry of Public Security has just released a draft Decree on personal data 

protection for public comments. Once it is passed, it will constitute the most 

comprehensive legal framework on this subject.
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In detail…
Key points of the draft Decree include:

• Clear definitions/concepts are provided in the draft Decree, e.g. “basic personal data”, “sensitive personal data”, “data 

subject’ and “data processer”.

• Regulations on processing/controlling personal data are detailed, e.g. access, disclosure, process, storage, deletion, 

and destruction of personal data.

• Several measures to protect personal data are required, e.g. administrative, technical and physical measures to be 

conducted by data processors, as well as inspection, examination and control via registration/administrative penalties to be 

conducted by the state authority. 

• Personal Data Protection Commission (“PDPC”) is proposed to be set up (by the Ministry of Public Security) for acting 

as the national data protection state authority. 

• Registration: One of the data processing requirements is the registration of sensitive personal data with the PDPC. The 

data processers are also required to obtain approval from the PDPC for cross-border transfer of personal data.

• Penalties:

o Fine of VND50m - VND100m for violations against the regulations on personal data processing or on measures to 

protect personal data

o Fine of up to 5% of revenue for heavy violations

o Additional sanctions may also be imposed, e.g. suspension of the processing of personal data from one to three months 

or revoking the ‘licence’ for processing sensitive personal data and/or cross-border transfer of personal data

These proposed regulations are in line with international standards, such as the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation 

(GPDR). Once ratified, the coming Decree will change significantly the current legal framework on personal data protection in

Vietnam.

You may download the full text of the draft Decree (in Vietnamese) from the Vietnam Government Portal and contribute your 

opinions via this link: 

http://chinhphu.vn/portal/page/portal/chinhphu/congdan/DuThaoVanBan?_piref135_27935_135_27927_27927.mode=reply&_

piref135_27935_135_27927_27927.id=4107

2

http://chinhphu.vn/portal/page/portal/chinhphu/congdan/DuThaoVanBan?_piref135_27935_135_27927_27927.mode=reply&_piref135_27935_135_27927_27927.id=4107


PwC 3

Contact us

This publication has been prepared for general guidance on matters of interest only, and does not constitute 

professional advice. For further information or if you require our official advice or assistance, please reach out to us.
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