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New US Postal Service rules could have
implications for tax filers

January 23, 2026

In brief
What happened?

Effective December 24, 2025, the US Postal Service (Postal Service, or USPS) adopted new rules
regarding postmarks, explaining that postmarks may be applied at a regional processing center, rather
than at the local post office where mail is dropped off. As a result, the postmark date on a mailed item
may be later than the date it was presented to the Postal Service. While the Postal Service notes that this
is not a change in USPS practice, it has made adjustments to USPS transportation operations that will
result in some mail pieces not arriving at originating processing facilities on the same day that they are
mailed.

[Postal Service, 39 CFR Part 111, Postmarks and Postal Possession, Final Rule, Federal Register / Vol. 9o,
No. 224 (11/24/2025); Domestic Mail Manual, updated 1/18/2026]

Why is it relevant?

For federal, state, and local tax filings or payments where timeliness is determined by the postmark date,
the potential lack of alignment between the date the USPS accepts possession of a mailed item and the
postmark date represents a risk that an item dropped off on or near a due date could receive a postmark
dated after the deadline.
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-11-24/pdf/2025-20740.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-11-24/pdf/2025-20740.pdf
https://pe.usps.com/cpim/ftp/manuals/dmm300/608.pdf
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Actions to consider

Taxpayers should consider using electronic filing or payment options when available or mailing time-
sensitive filings and payments earlier and maintaining proof of mailing. As explained in the updated
rules, taxpayers also can request a manual postmark at the local post office at the time of mailing or use a
Certificate of Mailing in conjunction with US certified mail, where appropriate. Importantly, the rules
caution that postage meter dates, kiosk labels, or other pre-printed postage not affixed by the Postal
Service do not serve as proof of timely mailing.

In detail

USPS announcement

The Postal Service announced in the November 24 Federal Register that it has added section 608.11,
“Postmarks and Postal Possession,” to the Domestic Mail Manual (DMM). The Postal Service states that
this new language in the DMM does not change any existing postal operations or postmarking practices
but instead is intended to improve public understanding of postmarks and their relationship to the date
of mailing.

The presence of a postmark confirms that the Postal Service accepted custody of a mailpiece, and that the
mailpiece was in the possession of the Postal Service on the identified date. However, the Postal Service
advises that the postmark date does not necessarily indicate the first day that the Postal Service had
possession of the mailpiece.

The date displayed on a postmark shows the date of the first automated processing operation performed
on a mailpiece or, alternately, the date when a mailpiece was accepted at a retail unit. Because most
postmarks are applied at processing facilities, they do not necessarily represent either the place at which,
or the date on which, the Postal Service first accepted possession of the mailpiece.

The Postal Service’s “Postmarking Myths and Facts” page posted on January 2 explains that postmarks
generally are applied by machines at USPS originating processing facilities and will continue to be
applied at those facilities in the same manner and to the same extent as before. “While we are not
changing our postmarking practices, we have made adjustments to our transportation operations that
will result in some mailpieces not arriving at our originating processing facilities on the same day that
they are mailed. This means that the date on the postmarks applied at our processing facilities will not
necessarily match the date on which the customer’s mailpiece was collected by a letter carrier or dropped
off at a retail location.”

The Postal Service advises customers who want a postmark aligning with the date on which the Postal
Service first accepted possession of their mailpiece to obtain:

e A manual (local) postmark from any Post Office, station, or branch when tendering their
mailpiece. Customers planning to present significant mail volume—50 or more mailpieces—for
local postmarks should contact the postmaster or other manager in advance to ensure that
adequate resources are available.

o PVIlabels, which are applied by Postal Service employees at the retail counter at any Post Office,
station, or branch to a mailpiece for which a customer is simultaneously paying for postage and
tendering the mailpiece for mailing. However, pre-printed labels applied by the customer
prior to mailing do not in themselves demonstrate that the Postal Service accepted
the mailpiece, or the date on which any such acceptance occurred. Such pre-printed


https://about.usps.com/newsroom/statements/010226-postmarking-myths-and-facts.htm
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labels applied by postal customers include postage printed from SelfService Kiosks (SSK), Click-
N-Ship online postage, and meter strips.

e A Certificate of Mailing, Registered Malil, or Certified Mail in order to obtain receipts for
individual mailpieces as described in the Domestic Mail Manual (see Section 608.11.5). Note that
under 26 CFR Section 301.7502-1(c)(2), for Certified Mail the postmark on the receipt by the
postal employee “to whom the document or payment is presented” is treated as the postmark
date.

Observation: The IRS also designates certain private delivery services that taxpayers may use to meet
the “timely mailing as timely filing/paying” rule for tax returns and payments. However, the locations
these private delivery services are allowed to service are limited. Further, states may separately designate
private delivery services or restrict their use.

Importance for tax filings

Under IRC Section 7502, the date of the USPS postmark stamped on the cover in which a return, claim,
statement, or other document or payment is mailed is deemed to be the date of delivery or the date of
payment. The applicable regulations provide that if the postmark on the envelope is made by the USPS,
the postmark must bear a date on or before the last date prescribed for filing the document or making the
payment. If the postmark does not reflect such a date stamp, the document or payment is considered not
to be timely filed or paid, regardless of when the document or payment is deposited in the mail.

State tax authorities in states such as California, Indiana, and Texas have advised of the updated USPS
rules and the importance of mailing returns early, obtaining a local post office stamp, using Certified
Mail, and utilizing electronic filing. The rule change also will impact local tax compliance, including
property taxes, that often require paper returns and payments.

Observation: Paper filing may be needed in a variety of situations, including for local taxes and when
there are issues with filing electronically. Taxpayers should note that this change in rules still may apply
to non-automatic requests for the IRS's consent to change methods of accounting or a change to their tax
year that still may be filed using paper forms (i.e., Forms 3115 and 1128).

In addition to avoiding late filing and payment penalties, timely mailing is critical for federal and state
tax elections that are required on a timely-filed return. For example, the California water’s-edge election
and California accounting method elections must be made on a timely-filed return. Federal tax elections
filed with federal income tax returns that are not postmarked by a date certain generally would not be
valid, with only some elections eligible for 9100 relief under Regs. 301.9100-1 through 301.9100-3.
Accordingly, this change could have a significant impact on those taxpayers filing paper returns. Failure
to meet these election deadlines could have significant tax consequences.


https://www.irs.gov/filing/private-delivery-services-pds?utm
https://www.irs.gov/filing/submission-processing-center-street-addresses-for-private-delivery-service-pds
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/about-ftb/newsroom/tax-news/flash/2026/01.html
https://secure.in.gov/dor/i-need-to/usps-postmark-change/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/file-pay/usps-policy-change.php

Tax Insights | PwC

Let’s talk

To discuss the potential impact of these rule changes on tax filings, please contact:

Tax Controversy & Regulatory Services

Ruth Perez Mark Bond Ryan Wyzik
+1703-963-5641 +1 202-227-7753 +1 202-407-3009
ruth.perez@pwe.com mark.a.bond @pwec.com rvan.m.wyzik@pwec.com

Federal Tax Services

George Manousos Adam Hales Scott Rabinowitz
+1 202-302-0942 +1702 756-0349 +1 301-801-7056
george.manousos(@pwc.com adam.hales@pwc.com scott.rabinowitz@pwc.com

State and Local Tax Services

Robert C. Ozmun Caragh DeLuca Stephen Mahadeo
+1 612-209-0508 +1 516-330-2825 +1 718-986-5468
robert.c.ozmun@pwec.com caragh.deluca@pwe.com stephen.mahadeo@pwc.com
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