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In brief 

The France Country-by-Country (CbC) report shall be filed at the latest on December, 31 2017 for 

fiscal year closing at December 31, 2016. French companies held or controlled by a multinational 

enterprise (MNE), meeting the requirement to file a CbC report, with their Ultimate Parent Company 

established in a State that has not introduced a compulsory requirement to file a CbC report or that does 

not exchange information with France in an automatic manner, must file on behalf of the MNE or 

evidence that another group entity has been designated to do so. 

France follows the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) guidelines in 

terms of voluntary filing by exempting from local filing French entities with Ultimate Parent Companies 

that voluntarily filed a CbC report. 

 

In detail 

In accordance with the release 
of the final deliverable under 
Action 13 of the Base Erosion 
and Profit Shifting (BEPS) 
project led by the G20 and the 
OECD, France has introduced 
domestic CbC reporting 
legislation in Article 223 
quinquies C of the French Tax 
Code (CGI - Code Général des 
Impôts). 

Subparagraph 2 of paragraph 1 
of Article 223 quinquies C 
stipulates that French 

companies held or controlled by 
a MNE, meeting the 
requirement to file a CbC report, 
with their Ultimate Parent 
Company established in a State 
that has not introduced a 
compulsory requirement to file 
a CbC report or that does not 
exchange information with 
France in an automatic manner, 
and therefore is not on the list of 
exempt countries (the List), 
must file on behalf of the MNE 
or evidence that another group 
entity, established in France or 
in a State on the List, has been 
designated to do so. 

Where the legislation of the 
Ultimate Parent Company of a 
State does not require the filing 
of a CbC report for the financial 
year in question, the OECD 
Guidelines on CbC Reporting 
recommend, as a transitional 
measure, that a CbC report, may 
be filed voluntarily. These same 
guidelines recommend that 
foreign tax authorities, which 
then benefit from the exchange 
of this information, should 
exempt the MNE's subsidiaries 
and branches from their own 
filing obligations. 
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In accordance with the OECD 
recommendation, France has revised 
its filing requirements. As a result, 
French subsidiaries or branches of 
MNEs with Ultimate Parent 
Companies located in a State not 
included in the List, but that 
voluntarily file a CbC report for a 
fiscal year beginning on or after 
January 1, 2016, and evidence has 

been provided by the foreign tax 
administration to the French 
competent authority, will be exempt 
from filing in France. 

The takeaway 

French subsidiaries or branches of 
MNEs with Ultimate Parent 
Companies located in a State not 

included in the List but that 
voluntarily filed a CbC report for fiscal 
year beginning on or after January 1, 
2016, and evidence has been provided 
by the foreign tax administration to 
the French competent authority, will 
be exempt from local filing of a CbC 
report under secondary mechanism in 
France. 
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