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Costa Rica: Resolution on Master 
File and Local File entered into force 

May 24, 2017 

In brief 

On April 21, 2017, the guidelines for Local File and Master File in Costa Rica, referred to as “Transfer 

Pricing Documentation Guidelines,” entered into force under resolution N ° DGT-R-16-2017 in the 

official newspaper ‘La Gaceta’.  The Resolution is effective as of its publication date. 

 

In detail 

Resolution N ° DGT-R-16-2017 
requires all taxpayers that have 
related-party transactions — 
both domestic and international 
— to have available for the Tax 
Administration the transfer 
pricing documentation that 
supports its compliance with the 
arm’s-length principle.  
Taxpayers also should have 
documentation that shows the 
form in which the economic 
group is structured, both in the 
domestic and international 
market. Information should not 
be submitted to the tax 
authority, but needs to be 
available upon request.  

Resolution N ° DGT-R-16-2017 
divides the information to be 
presented into two types: 
Corporate information (Master 
File) and Information of the 
local entity (Local File); both 
sections are broadly consistent 

with the requirements 
established in the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development’s (OECD) Base 
Erosion and Profit Shifting 
(BEPS) Action 13. 

The “Information of the local 
entity” related to the Local File 
is consistent with the Costa 
Rican transfer pricing decree 
and extends the provisions 
established in Transfer Pricing 
Decree 37898-H, from 
September 2013.   

The takeaway 

With the publication of 
resolution N ° DGT-R-16-2017, 
transfer pricing documentation 
requirements have increased 
and will be stricter.  Taxpayers 
should take additional steps in 
order to meet those 
requirements.  

To achieve more clarity and 
reasonableness of taxes declared 

and paid in Costa Rica, the DGT 
(Dirección General de 
Tributación, or Costa Rican Tax 
Administration) intends to 
improve the transparency of 
operations agreed by taxpayers 
in Costa Rica. 
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Let’s talk   

For a deeper discussion of how this issue might affect your business, please contact: 

Transfer Pricing 

Carlos Barrantes, San José 
+506 2224-1555, ext. 163 
carlos.barrantes@cr.pwc.com 

Carla Paiva, San José 
+506 2224-1555, ext 171 
paiva.carla@cr.pwc.com 

 

Transfer Pricing Global and US Leaders 

Isabel Verlinden, Brussels 
Global Transfer Pricing Leader 
+32 2 710 44 22 
isabel.verlinden@be.pwc.com 

Horacio Peña, New York 
US Transfer Pricing Leader 
+1 646 471 1957 
horacio.pena@us.pwc.com 

 

 Stay current and connected.  Our timely news insights, periodicals, thought leadership, and webcasts help you 
anticipate and adapt in today's evolving business environment. Subscribe or manage your subscriptions at:  
pwc.com/us/subscriptions 
 
Tune into TP Talks, PwC’s global Transfer Pricing podcast series.  Listen to PwC professionals sharing perspectives 
and the latest insights on today’s key transfer pricing developments around the world. 
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