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In brief 

On June 5, 2017, Costa Rica's tax administration published Resolution DGT-R-28-2017, modifying 

article 4 of Resolution DGT-R-44-2016. The new resolution postpones the deadline of June 30, 2017 to 

present a transfer pricing informative return for qualifying taxpayers, and instead requires taxpayers to 

preserve and provide to the Tax Administration, if requested, the relevant information presented on the 

informative return. The Tax Administration will formally announce the new deadline and mean of 

submission at least three months in advance of the new deadline. 

 

In detail 

On August 26, 2016, Costa 
Rica's tax administration (the 
General Directorate of Taxation, 
or DGT for its Spanish acronym) 
issued Resolution DGT-R-44-
2016, which established the 
mandatory submission of the 
transfer pricing informative 
return for qualifying taxpayers. 
However, Article 4 of Resolution 
DGT-R-44-2016 also stated that 
the tax authority shall 
announce, at least three months 
in advance and through its 
official website and a written 
publication of national 
circulation, the platforms 
through which qualifying 
taxpayers shall submit the 
informative return. 

The deadline established by 
Resolution DGT-R-44-2016 to 
submit the transfer pricing 
informative return is the last 

working day of June (i.e., June 
30, 2017 for the current year); 
however, the means through 
which the informative return 
shall be prepared and submitted 
have not yet been announced 
nor made available.  The DGT 
therefore published Resolution 
DGT-R-28-2017, modifying 
Article 4 of the previous 
resolution and effectively 
suspending the deadline to 
submit the informative return. 

Resolution DGT-R-28-2017, 
instead of establishing a specific 
deadline, states that the tax 
authority shall announce, at 
least three months in advance 
and through an official 
communication, to be similarly 
published through its official 
website and a written 
publication of national 
circulation, both (i) the deadline 
for submission, and (ii) the 

necessary platforms for 
electronic and non-electronic 
submission. 

In addition, Resolution DGT-R-
28-2017 establishes that 
qualifying taxpayers shall be 
required to preserve the 
relevant supporting 
information, and be able to 
provide it to the DGT upon 
request. Lastly, Resolution 
DGT-R-28-2017 establishes that 
all other articles contained 
within Resolution DGT-R-44-
2016 shall remain in force. 

For reference 

The annual transfer pricing 
return will require taxpayers to 
reveal the transactional 
information held during the 
relevant fiscal period with its 
related local and foreign 
companies, in compliance with 
the contractual criteria defined  
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in Article 4 of Decree 37898-H. 
Taxpayers must also show the transfer 
pricing method(s) applied in 
accordance with Article 6 of the 
aforementioned decree and the results 
for each type of transaction filed 
through the profitability indicator or 
the selected prices. 

The information filed must 
correspond to the transactional report 
contained in the transfer pricing study 
conducted annually by the taxpayer, 
whose term coincides with the fiscal 
year subject to the income tax return 
of the taxpayer. Among other 
annotations, the transfer pricing 
informative return must be signed by 

the legal representative of the 
taxpayer. 

Taxpayers that are subject to file the 
return are those qualified as: 

 National large taxpayers, 

 Large territorial companies, or 

 Companies operating under the 

Free Zone Regime 

and that have carried out transactions 
with either national or international 
related parties. 

The takeaway 

With the publication of Resolution 
DGT-R-28-2017, the deadline to 

present a transfer pricing informative 
return for qualifying taxpayers in 
Costa Rica has been postponed. The 
DGT will formally announce the new 
deadline and means of submission at 
least three months in advance, so as 
not to overly burden qualifying 
taxpayers and allow sufficient time for 
the collection and submission of the 
relevant information. Qualifying 
taxpayers will now be expected to 
maintain and provide to the tax 
authority, if requested, the supporting 
information on which the informative 
return was based. 
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