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This document consolidates the 
responses by our International Business 
Reorganisations (IBR) lawyers and Entity 
Compliance and Governance (EGC) 
specialists from a range of different 
jurisdictions on the practical impact of the 
COVID-19 virus on external corporate 
arrangements such as notaries, court filings, 
trade/companies registry filings. It also 
provides high level feedback on the use of 
e-signatures in each jurisdiction. 

Last updated at: 2 July 2020

While we are doing our best to update the information 
regularly, due to the speed of change in some countries, 
some information may not be 100% up to date and you 
should get in touch with your usual PwC contact to validate 
the latest status.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting 
minutes (e.g., Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Austria Public registries 
remain open. 

No delays have been 
noticed so far, however 
opening hours to the 
public are reduced.

Electronic filings are 
most common and are 
still possible.

In addition, statutory 
filing deadlines for the 
annual financial 
statements have been 
extended.

Courts remain open, 
however public 
hearings are generally 
suspended. 

Also, the opening hours 
to the public are 
reduced, and therefore 
delays are likely. 

The majority of 
procedural deadlines 
have been suspended 
and will start from 1 
May 2020.

Electronic filings are 
most common and are 
still possible.

 

Notaries are still 
operating.

However, the working 
hours are being 
reduced, and therefore 
delays are likely.

Appointments can 
either be held in person 
(generally at the 
notaries’ offices) or by 
video conference, 
which is a new option 
that has recently been 
implemented. Thus, 
until the end of 2020, 
notarial deeds and 
other forms of 
notarisation can be 
done electronically.

Tax authorities are 
open and operating.

However, they currently 
have a large number of 
payment reduction and 
deferment requests and 
therefore, delays are to 
be expected for other 
matters.

Yes, since notaries and 
Companies’ Register 
courts are still operating 
and filings are made 
electronically.
No delays have been 
noticed so far.

Electronic signatures are 
permitted for documents with 
no legal form requirement.

If written form is required, then 
only specific licensed electronic 
signatures are permitted.

If a notarial form is required, 
electronic signatures have now 
also been permitted (until the 
end of 2020), whereas specific 
electronic identification and 
signing procedures (via a 
qualified virtual data room) 
need to be observed and 
coordinated with the notary.

Not entirely. However, until the end of 
2020, any board or shareholder 
meeting can be held virtually by way 
of a video conference, where up to 
50% of the participants can join the 
meeting via telephone. 

Specific provisions apply to general 
meetings of AG companies with 
numerous shareholders. 

In addition, the statutory deadlines for 
the holding of annual meetings as well 
as the filing of financial statements 
have generally been extended to 12 
months (with few exceptions) in 2020 
(i.e. by 31 December 2020 at the 
latest). 

Resolutions can also be 
passed in writing by way 
of circular resolutions 
(unless notarisation is 
required)
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently form 
new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings (e.g. online 
filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in processing 
times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Belgium The Clerk's office of the 
Commercial Court 
remains open.
They are accepting 
filings/registrations, 
however this is only by 
mail.
It is not possible to get 
instant proof of filing 
(this will be sent 
afterwards by mail), 
and therefore, this 
causes a delay.

The Clerk's office of 
the Commercial Court 
remains open.
They are accepting 
filings/registrations, 
however this is only by 
mail.
It is not possible to get 
instant proof of filing 
(this will be sent 
afterwards by mail), 
and therefore, this 
causes a delay.

Notaries are operating. The tax authorities are 
still operating. 
There are no stamp duty 
requirements in Belgium. 

It is possible to currently form 
new entities.
There are no delays.
Acquisition of shelf companies is 
very uncommon in Belgium.

For all documents to be filed 
with the notary (for example, 
Powers of Attorney) or with 
the Commercial Court; 
original wet ink signatures 
are required.
However, notaries are 
authenticating deeds based 
on scanned copies, if the 
original follows within 15 
days.

Board meetings can be held 
by video/telephone 
conference or by means of 
unanimous written resolutions, 
even if the Articles of 
Association provide otherwise. 
Meeting minutes can be 
signed electronically.

Board meetings can be 
held by video/telephone 
conference or by means 
of unanimous written 
resolutions, even if the 
Articles of Association 
provide otherwise. 
Meeting minutes can be 
signed electronically.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently form 
new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in processing 
times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Cyprus The Registrar of 
Companies is 
operational and 
is accepting 
filings electronically.

The Courts have
re-opened and
special measures
are being applied in 
relation to Covid-19.

Certifying officers 
continue to provide 
their services as 
required and it is 
still possible to apostille 
documents.

The tax authority and 
the Stamp Duty 
Commissioner are 
still operational.

It is still possible to incorporate 
new companies in Cyprus. It is 
also possible to acquire a 
shelf company.

Delays should be expected in both 
options (especially for the 
processing of documents and the 
issue of new certificates from 
the Registrar of Companies).

Documents can be signed 
electronically in line with the 
EU Regulation 910/2014 
(some documents require a 
qualified electronic 
signature).

Meetings of directors and 
shareholders can take place 
through electronic means, 
through which each 
participant can hear and be 
heard by all other 
participants. 

The minutes should be 
signed by the Chairman of 
the meeting, and such 
signing may be electronic. 

Meetings of directors and 
shareholders can take 
place through electronic 
means through which 
each participant can hear 
and be heard by all 
other participants. 

The minutes should 
be signed by the 
Chairman of the 
meeting and such signing 
may be electronic.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities still 
operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., Chairman's 
signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

France Clerks of Commercial 
Court in charge of the 
Trade & Companies 
Register are operating.
Visiting the Clerk in 
person is possible 
under certain 
conditions. 
Since early May 2020, 
all requests via the 
electronic platform have 
been processed.

Courts are now open 
and accepting filings. 
Access to hearings is 
possible under certain 
conditions. 
Hearings are held 
physically or using 
audio/video conference. 

Notaries are rarely 
needed for corporate 
law matters.
Public notary offices 
are open.
The delivery of 
apostilles, which 
require input from the 
courts, is now possible. 
However, certain courts 
(notably Paris and 
Versailles) will be 
closed to the public for 
the purpose of apostille 
services during July 
and August.

.

The offices of the Tax 
administration are now 
operating.
The following documents 
can still be sent through 
email for registration until 
10 July 2020: 
● deeds relating to share 

capital 
increase/amortisation/d
ecrease, conversion of 
an entity, 

● deeds for extension or 
dissolution purpose. 

After 10 July 2020, only 
deeds in original form will 
be accepted. 
Some tax offices refuse to 
accept documents sent via 
email since re-opening of 
offices

It is still possible to register 
new entities. 
The process can be 
performed by filing 
documents electronically.

Electronic signatures are 
permitted under French 
law. They must meet 
certain legal requirements 
and the system must be 
secure.
For any important 
documents, qualified 
electronic signatures 
should be preferably used. 
Documents signed 
electronically are not 
accepted by the FTA for 
registration purposes.

For board meetings, it depends 
on the type of company and on 
the Articles of Association.
Derogating measures, applicable 
as from 12 March 2020, until 3 
July 2020, unless an extension is 
provided by way of a decree and 
no later than 30 November 2020, 
allow for the use of video 
conference or telecommunication 
for board meetings.
These measures apply regardless 
of the purpose of the decision and 
without the need for a statutory 
clause or internal regulations 
permitting it.

The derogating 
measures, allow the 
decisions of the board to 
be held electronically or 
by telephone, subject to 
certain conditions.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic board meetings be 
held in lieu of written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., Chairman's 
signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g. Chairman's 
signature) are strictly required?

Germany Filings with the 
commercial register 
have to be done 
electronically by 
the notary.
All commercial registers 
are open. Delays still 
possible.

All courts are open. 
Delays still possible.

All notaries are 
operating.
Apostillation will be 
handled by the 
competent Court, which 
are all open.
Delays still possible.

Tax authorities are 
open and operating.

Delays are likely due to 
reduced staff.

There is no stamp 
duty requirement 
in Germany.

It is possible to 
incorporate new entities 
and acquire shelf 
companies.

However, there might 
still be delays in 
organising 
apostilles/legalisations 
required from other 
countries. Meeting the 
formal requirements 
required by the bank in 
setting up an account 
may take longer than 
usual.

Electronic signatures 
are permitted. 

However, they are not 
permitted if written form 
is required (e.g. not 
possible for 
acknowledgement 
of debt or 
personal security).

Shareholder resolutions of German 
limited liability companies (GmbH), 
are more relevant than board 
meetings. 

Depending on the Articles of 
Association shareholder 
resolutions can be executed in 
written form, via phone (recorded 
subsequently) and via telefax. 

Signatures of all attending 
shareholders are required. In case 
of a resolution to be used for a 
filing the original wet-ink signature 
is required. 

For some transactions (e.g. 
mergers) a notarised shareholder 
resolution is required.

Shareholder resolutions of German 
limited liability companies (GmbH), 
are more relevant than 
board meetings. 

Depending on the Articles of 
Association shareholder resolutions 
can be executed in written form, via 
phone (recorded subsequently) and 
via telefax. 

Signatures of all attending 
shareholders are required. In case of 
a resolution to be used for a filing the 
original wet-ink signature is required. 

For some transactions (e.g. 
mergers) a notarised shareholder 
resolution is required.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still 
open and accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency plan 
in place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for 
documents to be 
notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Guernsey Lockdown restrictions have 
been completely lifted as of 20 
June 2020.
The Guernsey Registry is 
closed and staff are working 
remotely. 
All correspondence is to be 
submitted through the registry 
portal or via email: 
enquiries@guernseyregistry.co
m.

The courts are reopening 
certain areas of service, 
where they can ensure the 
safety of staff, however the 
majority of staff are still 
working remotely and are 
available to respond to 
emails. 
The contact email is: 
HMGreffier@gov.gg.
Court attendance is by 
appointment only.

There is limited 
availability as staff 
are working remotely 
and most offices 
are closed.

The Guernsey Income 
Tax office is closed to 
the public and they are 
only responding to 
email correspondence.

It is still possible to 
incorporate new entities in 
Guernsey, albeit the 
response times are slower 
than normal due to all 
offices (including 
government offices) working 
remotely.

It is not possible to acquire 
shelf companies.

Electronic signatures are 
permissible under 
Guernsey Company Law 
on the majority of 
documents, as long as 
the company’s Articles of 
Incorporation also permit 
this.

This is permitted, as long 
as the company’s Articles 
of Incorporation allow 
telephone board meetings.

This is dependent on the 
Articles of Incorporation of 
the company.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still open 
and accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings 
be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in processing 
times?

If not, is there a contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being notarised 
and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents to be 
notarised and/or apostilled 
online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any 
signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Ireland The Public Registry (Companies 
Registration Office) is closed 
however documentation can be 
posted in and certain filings are 
being processed albeit more slowly 
than normal. 
Email copies of Summary 
Approvals Procedures are being 
accepted. 
All annual returns due between 19 
March 2020 and 31 October 2020 
will be deemed to have been filed 
on time if all elements of the annual 
return are completed and filed by 
31 October 2020.  
The obligation to have financial 
statements presented to the 
shareholders within nine months of 
the period end still applies and no 
extension has been granted on this 
requirement.

All courts are closed.
No contingencies are 
currently in place.

Documentation can be 
notarised, however the 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs have announced that 
authentications/ apostille 
offices in Dublin and Cork 
are currently closed until 
further notice. Queries can 
be submitted to 
authentications@dfa.ie. 
Documents can be 
submitted by post, however 
these will not be processed 
until the office reopens.

Tax authorities are open 
and operating.
No delays are known.
Taxpayers are being 
advised to continue to file 
tax returns on time and to 
engage with the Irish 
Revenue if they are 
experiencing difficulties.

New incorporations are 
being processed 
however they are 
taking approximately 
ten working days to be 
registered.  
Pre-incorporated 
companies are 
available should one 
be required urgently.

Electronic signatures 
are permitted for some 
documents.
Guidance on electronic 
signatures has been 
issued by The 
Chartered Governance 
Institute: 
https://www.icsa.org.uk/
ireland/news/guidance-
note-on-electronic-sign
atures.

Board meetings can 
be held without 
directors being 
physically present, 
subject to the 
company's 
constitution 
permitting this. 
Resolutions can be 
passed at these 
meetings. 
The board minutes 
can be signed 
subsequently by the 
Chair.

Board meetings can be 
held without directors 
being physically present, 
subject to the company's 
constitution permitting 
this. Resolutions can be 
passed at these 
meetings. 
The board minutes can be 
signed subsequently by 
the Chair.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently form 
new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings (e.g. 
online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being notarised 
and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents to be 
notarised and/or apostilled 
online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in processing 
times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Italy The Italian Companies 
Register remains open 
but with access 
allowed only in 
accordance with 
anti-covid measures.
There may be delays 
due to reduced staff.

Courts are reopening 
from 1 July 2020 and 
regular hearings will be 
held, in accordance with 
anti-covid measures.

Notaries remain operational. 
However there are delays. 
Offices for apostillation are 
open only upon reservation 
and with limited access to 
the public.
Some local offices may be 
open only on specific days.  

Local offices of the Italian 
Tax Authority are open but 
operating with access 
allowed only in 
accordance with anti-covid 
measures.
Some delays may occur. 
In relation to online filings, 
this can vary and will 
depend on the 
circumstances.

Notaries who have to be involved in 
both setting up a new entity or 
purchasing a shelf company are 
working and therefore, both are 
possible, however there are delays. 
For cross-border transactions, there 
may be some delays since the 
apostille/ legalisation offices are 
open only upon reservation and with 
limited access to the public. 
Opening an Italian bank account 
may also cause additional delays.

The Digital Signature is 
permitted, only if they 
are a particular type 
of qualified 
electronic signature.

Other kind of electronic 
signatures unlikely to 
be permitted.

Shareholder and board 
meetings can be held with 
all attendees 
telephonically. 

The meeting is 
considered to be 
convened and held where 
the Secretary is. 

Signature of the Secretary 
is sufficient, there is no 
need for the Chairman to 
sign the minutes.

Shareholder and board 
meetings can be held with 
all attendees 
telephonically. 

For private limited liability 
companies, it is also 
possible to adopt 
decisions by means of 
written resolution even if a 
specific provision in this 
respect is not included 
within the companies' 
Articles of Association.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still 
open and accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency plan 
in place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings (e.g. 
online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Jersey Lockdown is starting to lift and 
is now in phase 2.
Businesses are starting to 
resume operations with 
restrictions in place. 
The Jersey Financial Services 
Commission is still open with 
the majority of staff working 
remotely.

The Jersey courts are 
operating.

However, it has been 
requested that paperwork 
is emailed to them, as 
they want minimal face to 
face interaction.

Yes, but they are 
operating with limited 
opening hours. 

The legalisation office 
is only accepting 
deliveries between 
14.30 – 15.30pm.

The Jersey Income Tax 
Department is closed to 
the public. 

There are skeleton staff 
in place.

As a result, there 
are delays.

It is still possible to 
incorporate new entities 
within Jersey, albeit the 
response times are slower 
than normal due to all 
offices (including 
government offices) working 
remotely.

It is not possible to acquire 
shelf companies.

Yes, unless there is a 
specific requirement in 
the Articles of 
Association for a 
wet signature.

This is permitted as long as 
the Articles of Association for 
each company allow for this.

Best practice would be to 
sign them electronically or 
with wet ink as soon as 
is practical.

This is dependent on the 
Articles of Association of 
the company. In Jersey, 
generally, an electronic 
signature will be legally 
effective to conclude 
a contract.

  2 July 2020



PwC

I. Western Europe (10/16)

11
April 2020Corporate transactions – A COVID-19 Practical impact assessment 

Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being notarised 
and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents to 
be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are strictly 
required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Luxembourg The Luxembourg 
Business Register 
continues to provide its 
online services 
(electronic filing, 
extracts, declaration to 
the RBE, etc.). 
A law is being adopted 
which grants an 
additional delay of 3 
months to approve and 
file the annual financial 
statements.

The courts will deal with 
urgent matters only.

The notaries' offices are 
still open. 

The notary PwC 
Luxembourg regularly use 
accepts. This may not be 
the case for all notaries.

There is an update to follow 
in Luxembourg in the 
coming weeks or months 
on the possibility to enact 
deeds through 
e-signatures. 

The apostille of documents 
is still possible but the 
delay is 5 open business 
days.

The tax authorities offices 
are still open to the 
public.

However a 
prior appointment 
is required. 

The tax authorities are 
difficult to reach.

It is still possible to 
incorporate companies.

To incorporate a new 
company, the Articles of 
Association of the company 
and the first extraordinary 
general meeting of its 
shareholders should be 
enacted in front of a 
Luxembourg public notary. 
Notaries request that each 
shareholder grants a power 
of attorney to one of their 
clerks for the first 
extraordinary general 
meeting.

No delays are known.

Electronic signatures are 
allowed provided that the 
software/tool used for this 
purpose is a trusted 
certificate provided by a 
certified trusted company. 

Electronic signatures cannot 
be used for, contracts 
creating or transferring 
rights on real property 
(except rental rights), 
contracts requiring 
intervention by tribunals, or 
public authorities, or 
security agreements
and personal
non-professional 
guarantees.

Board meetings can be held 
either telephonically or by 
video-conference. Luxembourg 
has adopted regulations and 
laws during this state of 
emergency, which permit 
telephonic board meetings 
even if the companies' articles 
of incorporation forbid it or do 
not allow it.

Minutes are usually signed by 
Chairman but there is no 
specific legal requirement.

Shareholder and board 
meetings can be held with 
all attendees 
telephonically of by 
video-conference.

This is possible for any 
type of company, 
regardless of their 
number of shareholders, 
and is possible even if the 
companies' Articles of 
Incorporation forbid it or 
do not allow, as the 
regulation would prevail.

Minutes are usually 
signed by Chairman but 
there is no specific 
legal requirement.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Malta Malta Business 
Registry offices are 
closed. 
Services still available 
via online submissions 
(in limited cases) and 
there is a dedicated 
'letter box' service for 
drop off of originals.
Delays are expected.

Courts are closed and 
related legal time 
periods accordingly 
suspended, however 
this has limited 
relevance to the 
intra-group 
reorganisation project 
context.

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs has suspended 
its legalisation services 
until further notice. 
Apostilles are currently 
not possible.

Tax authorities are 
operational.
However, there are 
delays and urgent 
transactions are being 
prioritised.

Incorporations may still 
go ahead, either 
manually or digitally. 
Paper format 
documents may be 
delivered to the Malta 
Business Registry, but 
the processing of such 
documents will start on 
the first working day 
after 72 hours from 
receipt of the 
documentation, and 
thus delays are 
naturally expected. For 
online registrations the 
model Articles of 
Association have to be 
adopted.

Electronic signatures 
are permitted for private 
documents, however 
they are not permitted 
for public deeds.

Board meetings can be held telephonically 
subject to entity's constitutional documents.
Minutes are typically signed by Chairman but 
there is no specific legal requirement.

Subject to entity's 
constitutional documents, 
written resolutions are an 
alternative to meetings 
and therefore, phone 
meetings should be 
possible for all corporate 
approvals.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorit
ies still 
operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there 
delays in processing 
times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Netherlands The Dutch Chamber of 
Commerce (CoC) is still 
open, however, staff are 
mostly working remotely. 
Hence, delays with 
filings/registrations, are 
currently being 
experienced. 
Electronic 
filings/registrations 
(where possible) are 
preferable, however, a 
slight delay of 2-3 
business days is 
expected. 
Processing times of hard 
copy filings/registrations 
are currently at least two 
weeks.

All courts, tribunals and special 
colleges continue to work 
remotely and digitally as much 
as possible. The Central 
(information) desks will provide 
assistance only by postal 
service, telephone and/or 
e-mail. One counter of the 
central desk of the court in 
Amsterdam has remained 
opened. Only urgent matters 
that cannot be handled digitally 
are being dealt with. 
For the time being, legalisations 
and apostilles can be submitted 
in the usual manner, however, 
delays are expected.
From 11 May 2020, in person 
court hearings will be possible 
again to a limited extent, if the 
physical presence of the parties 
is necessary. 

Some notaries are still 
operating, but with 
reduced staff. 
Legislations and 
apostilles may take 
longer due to mailing 
logistics. 
The Dutch notary has 
temporarily waived the 
requirement to have an 
apostille in place for 
inbound transactions (if 
the necessary district 
court is in lock down) as 
long as the apostille will 
follow in due course.
Some notaries are 
flexible with regards to 
legalisations, 
additionally some are 
agreeing to proceed on 
the basis of a PDF copy, 
as long as the originals 
will follow in due course. 

The Dutch tax 
authorities are still 
open.

Delays are likely due 
to reduced staff.

It is still possible to 
incorporate new 
entities. The Dutch 
notary is still available 
to execute the notarial 
deed of incorporation 
and the Dutch 
Chamber of Commerce 
is still open, however a 
delay of 2-3 business 
days is expected for 
registration of the new 
entity. 
Registration is not a 
constitutive 
requirement for 
incorporation.
Overall the 
incorporation 
procedure takes up 
approximately 2-3 
weeks (it is normally 
1-2 weeks).

Electronic signatures are 
permitted, except for 
documents which are 
required to be filed with 
the Dutch notary (e.g. 
Powers of Attorney) or 
with the Dutch court.

 

In the Netherlands board ‘meetings’ can be held 
via telephone, but the articles of association 
should be checked for specific requirements. A 
meeting by telephone qualifies as a ‘meeting’ 
and decisions taken should in principle be 
documented in minutes. Signatures on minutes 
are often required, but electronic signatures are 
permissible. Alternatively, the minutes of a 
meeting by telephone could be circulated by the 
chairman via email after the meeting, asking the 
other directors to confirm their consent by email. 
The Chairman can sign the minutes at a later 
point in time. If the articles allow decision-making 
by the board without holding a 
physical/telephonic meeting (which the articles 
often allow), it is also possible to adopt ‘written 
board resolutions’. Subject to the articles, email 
is often a valid way of adopting ‘written 
resolutions’. This way of decision-making implies 
exchanging emails in which the board members 
give their consent to the proposed resolution(s). 
No signatures required in this case; the board 
decision adopted via email is valid (but was not 
taken in a ‘meeting’).

Yes, telephonic meetings 
are an alternative to both 
(a) physical in-person 
meetings and (b) written 
resolutions (bearing 
signatures). 

However, alternatively to 
telephonic meetings, if the 
articles allow (which they 
often do), it is often 
possible to adopt ‘written 
board resolutions’ by simple 
email exchange. This can 
be done by exchanging 
emails in which the board 
members give their consent 
to the proposed 
resolution(s). No signatures 
required in this case; the 
board decision adopted via 
email is valid (but was not 
taken in a ‘meeting’).
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Portugal All public registries 
are closed.
All filings must be 
submitted online.
We expect that the 
registrations will be 
severely delayed.
The time limits for 
performing any 
administrative before 
public services and 
administrative authorities 
are suspended.

Some services can be 
performed if the judge in 
charge of each 
procedure assures that 
those can be remotely 
guaranteed.
The time limits for 
performing any 
administrative or judicial 
acts before judicial, 
administrative and tax 
and arbitral courts, public 
prosecutor's office and 
alternative dispute 
resolution bodies 
are suspended.
.

As long as the notaries 
respect the health 
regulations imposed, 
they may remain open.
Some have already 
closed their offices, 
however some remain 
open to the public.
The time limits for 
performing any 
administrative 
before notary offices 
are suspended.

Tax/stamp authorities are 
closed.
Most services are 
available online. There is 
also a landline available 
in case of any difficulty in 
accessing the 
online platform.
It is still possible to 
schedule a meeting at 
the local services, if 
booked beforehand. 
Delays are expected.

It is still possible to 
incorporate companies. 
Most steps can be 
completed online.
However delays 
are expected.
The incorporation 
documents require 
legalisation of signatures 
in person, however as an 
alternative the 
shareholders can grant a 
power of attorney in 
favour of the lawyers. 
There may be difficulties 
in making share capital 
contributions, for 
example if notarisation or 
other formalities are 
required.
There may be delays in 
opening a bank account.
The acquisition of shelf 
companies is not a 
standard practice.

Electronic signatures are 
permitted to the extent 
they are certified.
Severe operational 
constraints are likely.

Both board and general meetings can be 
held without physical presence if the 
company’s bylaws do not expressly prohibit 
telematic means.
The minutes are not considered formalised until 
they are duly signed. 
The alternative is to use an electronic signature 
(please see previous response on this subject).

Board meetings can be 
held through a phone call if 
the company's bylaws do 
not expressly prohibit 
telematic means. 
The minutes are not 
considered formalised until 
they are duly signed. 
The alternative is to use an 
electronic signature (please 
see previous response).
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still 
open and accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities still 
operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Spain Public registries are open.
Certain restrictions are still 
being applied in order to 
comply with health 
recommendations.

Courts are open but working 
under a contingency plan 
(including electronic 
submission and limited 
staff).
The suspension of 
procedural deadlines and 
administrative expiry periods 
will be lifted on 4 June, and 
the calculation of 
administrative deadlines will 
be from 1 June.
Essential services will 
continue to be prioritised 
when judicial activity 
resumes.
Normal operations are to 
resume on 1 September.

 

Notaries must continue 
operating (with certain 
limitations) and there is 
no longer a need to 
justify the urgency.

Tax Agency offices are 
open but prior appointment 
is required for on-site 
service.
At the moment, the only 
services being provided in 
the offices are those 
considered essential and 
can be dealt with in volume.
Certain deadlines have 
been extended in the tax 
field, but not for filing tax 
returns.

If a new entity is 
incorporated or a shelf 
company is acquired by 
someone already holding 
a Spanish Tax ID, the 
process should be feasible 
in both cases.

Delays are likely if 
incorporating a new entity 
with the registry and 
creating bank accounts.

There may be difficulties 
for non Spanish Tax ID 
holders, as it is required 
for appearing in front of 
the notary for both shelf 
companies and newly 
incorporated companies. 
This cannot be done by 
electronic means.

Electronic signature 
is permitted for 
private documents. 

However, not for 
documents that must be 
notarised, which need to 
be signed in wet ink.

In the current 
circumstances, although the 
Articles of Association do 
not expressly state it, the 
meetings of the governing 
and administrative bodies of 
corporate companies may 
be held by 
video-conference provided 
that the authenticity of those 
attending remotely is 
ensured. 

Signatures are required.

Apart from 
video-conference 
meetings, resolutions of 
the governing and 
administrative bodies may 
be adopted by written 
vote without a meeting, 
provided that the 
Chairman permits this, 
and must be adopted at 
the request of at least two 
of the members of the 
body. 

Signatures are required.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Switzerland Registers are open for 
the time being, whereas 
the counters are closed 
(all exchange needs to 
happen by mail/phone). 
Slight delays have to be 
expected.

Swiss courts are closed 
until
19 April 2020.

Not particularly relevant 
for intra-group 
reorganisation projects.

The notary we regularly 
work with is still 
operating.

Apostilles may take 
longer due to 
mailing logistics.

Tax offices are still 
open and operating.

However, delays are 
likely due to 
reduced staff.

Yes it is still possible to 
form new entities, no 
relevant delays visible if 
any at all. 

Electronic 
signatures are 
permitted but the 
signature must 
be qualified. 

It is very uncommon to 
have this qualified 
signature in place.

However, there are 
exceptions for 
documents that are 
not required to be
filed, and they 
usually can be 
electronically signed.

Board meetings by phone are legally allowed 
(unless prohibited by the Articles of 
Association, however this is rare).

If meetings are held physically (also over the 
phone or via videoconferencing), then 
meeting minutes have to be produced that 
need to be signed in wet ink by the 
Chairman and the minute keeper (can be the 
same person).

Written resolutions are 
generally allowed 
(unless the Articles of 
Association prohibit 
written resolutions).
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still open and 
accepting filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings 
be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in processing times?

If not, is there a contingency plan in place for 
completing filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures 
for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's 
signature) are strictly 
required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

United 
Kingdom

One office of the UK Registrar of Companies 
remains open, but all same day services 
(online and in person) have been suspended 
until further notice and so there may be a 
delay with filings/registrations.
It is expected that it may be possible to file 
all capital reductions electronically in the 
next few weeks. Some capital reductions 
have already been filed electronically and 
have been registered within 1-2 weeks.
A platform has been created to file certain 
documents online, and Companies House 
are looking to expand the number of 
documents that can be uploaded using this 
method over the next few weeks. More 
information can be found here.
All documents can be submitted to 
Companies House with electronic 
signatures.
The contact centre is now closed and 
enquiries have to be sent to Companies 
House via email only. 
All companies can apply to have an 
additional 3 months to file accounts. 

Whilst court buildings, 
currently remain open, the 
objective is to
undertake as many hearings 
as possible remotely.
Protocol on how to conduct 
remote hearings has been 
published.
The Tax Tribunal announced 
a 28 day general stay on all 
proceedings until Tuesday 21 
April 2020.
On 2 April 2020, a tracker list 
of open, staffed and 
suspended courts was 
launched.
There is now a  practice 
direction relating to the 
extension of time limits during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
to the audio and video 
hearing requirements.

Notaries are open but 
are working with 
reduced staff.
Some notaries are able 
to offer e-notarisation 
and notarisation of 
electronically executed 
documents, however 
the success of this is 
dependent on what the 
receiving jurisdiction 
will accept. 
The Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office 
has reopened its 
standard apostille 
service at limited 
capacity.

HMRC announced they 
will ‘stamp’ documents 
and deal with stamp duty 
payments by confirmation 
email.
HMRC have confirmed 
that original documents 
and cheques should not 
be sent to them for 
stamping and if they are 
sent, they will not be 
considered until things 
have returned to normal, 
instead electronic 
versions should be 
emailed to them.
HMRC Stamp Office have 
extended their emergency 
stamping measures to 
now include the online 
submission/adjudication 
of stamp duty relief 
claims.

It is still possible to 
incorporate a new 
company. 
However there is no 
guarantee of same day 
incorporation as all 
same day services 
suspended.
It is possible to acquire 
shelf companies.

Electronic 
signatures are 
largely permitted 
with the 
exception of 
some 
documents.

Provided the Articles of 
Association do not 
restrict this, board 
meetings can be held 
within the UK without 
physical presence.
Minutes are typically 
signed by Chairman but 
there is no specific strict 
legal requirement.

Provided the Articles of 
Association do not restrict 
this, board meetings can 
be held within the UK 
without physical 
presence.
The Chairman should 
sign the minutes of the 
meeting but as noted, 
electronic signatures are 
largely permitted within 
the UK.
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Jurisdiction Are public 
registries still 
open and 
accepting 
filings/registratio
ns?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authoriti
es still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic board meetings 
be held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there 
delays in processing 
times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for 
documents to be 
notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays 
in processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting 
minutes (e.g., Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g. Chairman's 
signature) are strictly required?

Hungary The Court of
Registration is open.

Normal court
hearings are held.

Notaries are
operating.

The tax authority is
operating.

It is possible to currently 
form new entities.
No delays until now.
It is also possible to 
acquire shelf companies.

Documents can be signed 
electronically but certain 
documents require qualified 
electronic signatures. 

Rules enabling board meetings and 
shareholders meetings to be held 
through electronic means will continue to 
apply despite the emergency regulations 
ending on 17 June, unless the Articles of 
Association prohibits this.

Rules enabling board meetings and 
shareholders meetings to be held 
through electronic means will 
continue to apply despite the 
emergency regulations ending on 17 
June, unless the Articles of 
Association prohibits this.

Poland Public registries are 
still operating but 
with reduced 
working hours.

There are some 
delays already 
observed.

No contingency 
plans known.

Courts are still operating but 
with reduced working hours.

All non-substantial court 
sessions are suspended.

Delays are expected.

No contingency 
plans known.

Some courts allow (based on 
the decisions of their 
Presidents) for filing certain 
types of motions (in 
particular appeals and 
motions for justification 
judgments) via email.

Notaries are 
still operational.

No delays observed.

No contingency 
plans known.

Tax authorities are 
still operating.

Significant delays are 
already observed.

No contingency 
plans known.

It is still possible to 
incorporate a new 
company however, there 
are delays. However, 
Polish limited liability 
companies and public 
limited companies are 
entitled to conduct 
business before being 
entered onto the Polish 
Business Register.

It is still possible to 
acquire a shelf company.

Based on new legislation, due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak, 
members declarations of will, do 
not require filing in electronic 
form or using a qualified 
electronic signature, trusted 
profile or personal signature, 
even if required by other 
statutory provisions.

The resolutions are valid only if all the 
members have been notified of the 
meeting.

For Supervisory Boards, all members 
must be provided with drafts of the 
resolutions to be adopted.

The resolutions are valid only if all 
the members have been notified of 
the meeting.

For Supervisory Boards, all 
members must be provided with 
drafts of the resolutions to be 
adopted and half the board must be 
present.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authoriti
es still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form 
new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be held in lieu 
of written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for 
documents to be 
notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays 
in processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there 
delays in processing 
times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting 
minutes (e.g., Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g. Chairman's 
signature) are strictly required?

Romania The Romanian Trade 
Registry reopened on 
15 May 2020.
The Romanian Trade 
Registry is open to the 
public (for 4 hours a 
day, in intervals of 2 
hours each) and is 
accepting filings / 
registrations, under 
certain conditions. 
For a period of 6 
months starting 15 May 
2020, the activity of the 
Romanian Trade 
Registry will be carried 
out mainly by electronic 
means and by 
correspondence. 
.

As the state of emergency 
ended on 15 May 2020, the 
cases will no longer be 
suspended by default and 
the courts will gradually 
re-open for the public. 
From 15 May 2020 – 31 
August 2020 the activity of 
the Romanian courts will 
take place in accordance 
with Covid-19 prevention 
measures.
Each relevant court in each 
county / district issued or 
will issue specific rules 
regarding the protection 
measures taken after 
re-opening for the public.
Fillings are accepted 
starting from 15 May 2020 
either by direct submission 
or correspondence (email, 
fax, post office, courier).

As the state of 
emergency ended 
on 15 May 2020, the 
notaries have 
resumed their 
regular activity in 
accordance with 
Covid-19 prevention 
measures.
Notarisation or 
apostillation cannot 
be performed online.

The Romanian tax 
authority is still open 
and resumed its 
regular activity as of 
15 May 2020. 
No delays have 
been noticed so far.

It is possible to 
incorporate new 
entities.
No delays in 
processing times 
have been 
experienced so far.

Yes, private documents for 
which there is no specific 
legal requirement regarding 
their form can be signed 
electronically.
However, those which do 
have legal form 
requirements, such as 
documents which require 
notarisation, cannot be 
electronically signed.
However, in the 6 month 
period following 15 May 
2020, documents such as 
shareholders statement, 
director’s statement and 
specimen signatures which 
usually need to be notarised 
(and maybe apostilled) can 
bear a simple (wet or 
electronic) signature.

Government Emergency Ordinance no. 
62/2020 provided that board meetings 
held within 30 days of 15 May 2020 
can be held by electronic means or by 
correspondence. The same procedure 
applies to shareholder meetings, either 
convened during the state of 
emergency but which held after, or 
those convened and held in the first 2 
months after the 15 May 2020. In 
relation to board meetings, this time 
has elapsed and the regular rules 
apply, meaning board meetings can be 
held remotely only if permitted by the 
Articles of Association. 
Board minutes have to be signed by 
the Chairman and at least another 
member of the board, and shareholder 
meetings minutes by the meeting 
president and meeting secretary, while 
the presence list has to be signed by 
all participating shareholders. 
This can be done in counterparts. 

Signatures are required, as 
explained in the previous 
column. Board meetings or 
shareholders meetings bearing 
an electronic signature will not, 
under normal circumstances, be 
able to be filed with the Trade 
Registry. However, Government 
Emergency Ordinance 62/2020 
provides that the resolutions of 
board meetings or general 
meetings of the shareholders 
held by correspondence or 
electronic means can be 
executed with wet signature or 
extended electronic signature by 
the chairman of the board of 
directors, as long as the timing 
conditions highlighted in the 
previous column are met. 
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency plan 
in place for completing filings (e.g. 
online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents to 
be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Russia Most public registries 
are working, however 
attending in person is 
limited in most cases. 
Filings/registrations 
through notaries and 
online resources are 
available (subject to 
qualified electronic 
signature) in most 
cases.

Approach can vary between  
courts. From 12 May 2020, the 
courts will begin operating 
again, but with certain 
restrictions.
Each Russian region has 
different restrictions. 
Online hearings are available at 
least in 39 courts, including the 
Supreme Court on the basis of 
the "My Arbitr" system. Online 
filings are also possible. 

Generally, notary offices 
are open, subject to prior 
appointment. 
Specific restrictions may 
be introduced depending 
on the region.
For apostilles, generally, 
documents sent via mail 
may be affixed with an 
apostille. However, 
particular requirements 
shall be clarified in each 
case.

Generally, tax and stamp 
authorities are open for 
filings. However 
attendance in person is 
limited in most cases.
Most of tax/stamp 
services are available 
online.

It is possible to form new 
entities. 
However, the process of 
collection of necessary 
documents may cause 
certain delays (depending 
on the incorporation 
region, form of 
incorporation, founders).

As a general rule, 
documents can be 
signed with qualified 
electronic signature, 
which may be obtained 
through accredited 
certification centers. 
Documents also can be 
signed by simple/ 
non-qualified electronic 
signature in cases 
prescribed by law or by 
agreement of the parties. 

Telephonic board meetings 
are possible if such form of 
participation is provided for in 
the company's charter or 
company's by-laws. 
Chairman and secretary 
signatures are required.
If signed minutes are 
feasible, the meeting itself 
can be arranged by 
telephone.

If such form of 
participation is provided 
by the company's charter 
or company's by-laws, 
this is possible. Chairman 
and secretary signatures 
are required.

Turkey Governmental services 
are up and running but 
with reduced staff.

All court hearings until 30 April 
2020 are suspended.
All legal periods are suspended 
till 30 April 2020.
Bars and Ministry of Justice is 
requesting not to initiate new 
lawsuits other than the ones 
which are mandatory due to 
time lapses. 
Online filings are also possible. 

Notaries are operating.
No delays are known.

Tax/stamp authorities 
are still operating. 
Tax returns are online 
and payments can also 
be done online.

Since the Trade Registry is 
still working, it is possible 
to form new entities within 
Turkey. 
However there might be 
delays since the Trade 
Registry opening hours are 
shortened and they are 
working with reduced staff.

Electronic signatures are 
permitted to the extent 
that it is a qualified 
electronic signature 
meeting certain 
requirements. 
Standard electronic 
signatures are not 
accepted as qualified 
electronic signature.

Board meetings can be held 
telephonically. 
A signature is required. 
Therefore, each board 
member has to print the 
meeting minutes, it and send 
it to the company’s 
headquarters to be affixed to 
the Company’s Board 
Meeting Book.

Teleconference board 
meetings can be held. 
Minutes have to be 
signed. 
Each member can sign 
the document separately 
which can be merged and 
affixed to the Company's 
Book.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Denmark Governmental services 
are still up and running. 

Most courts are closed 
except for some, which 
cannot be closed.

Yes. We are not aware 
of any restrictions.

Yes. E-signatures 
are permitted.

Meetings can be held by phone or video.

Electronic signatures are possible. 

Board meetings can, to a 
certain extent, be held as 
a written resolution.

Finland Public registries 
are open but there 
is limited 
physical service.

A number of digital 
services are available.

The primary modes of 
contacting the judicial 
authorities are the 
telephone, email and 
electronic services.

N/A

Apostilles are available 
from the Digital and 
Population Data 
Services Agency. They 
serve via telephone and 
email. Service locations 
are appointment only, 
from 18 March – 
13 April 2020.

The tax authorities 
are still open 
and operational.

The main channel to 
interact is via the 
website MyTax. 
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Norway Governmental services 
are up and running.

The courts are closed 
except for severe 
criminal issues and 
preliminary actions. 
Some civil cases will be 
held by video 
conferencing services 
and also with ordinary 
hearings, or may be 
determined based on 
written procedures.

N/A The tax authorities 
are still open 
and operational.

 

It is possible to form 
new entities. The 
Register of Business 
Enterprises has not 
announced any delays 
hence new entities can 
be formed and 
registered in less than 
one week, if the 
directors of the board 
have a Norwegian 
ID number.

It is possible to acquire 
shelf companies but it 
is not very common 
nor necessary.

Electronic signatures 
are permitted.

Meetings can be held telephonically. 

Electronic signatures are possible.

Meetings can be held by 
phone or video. 

Electronic signatures 
are possible.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Sweden Public registries are still 
open. Governmental 
services are still 
operating.

Long processing times 
at the Swedish 
Companies 
Registrations which 
are likely to 
increase further.

Certain filings can be 
made directly through 
the Swedish 
Companies 
Registration Office by 
officials of 
the company.

The courts are open, 
however, delays can be 
expected.

The notaries 
remain operational.

There are no delays 
currently, in 
arranging for 
documents to be 
notarised and/
or apostilled.

The tax offices remain 
open and operational.

There are no 
delays currently.

Electronic signatures 
are permitted. under 
the Swedish 
Companies Act but the 
Swedish Companies 
Registration Office 
requires the digital 
signature to be 
printed and verified for 
filing purposes. 

Notices etc must be 
signed by hand.

Board meeting by phone are permitted if 
accepted by all board members. 

Should be signed by Chairman and one more 
board member.

Board meeting by phone 
are permitted if accepted 
by all board members. 

Should be signed by 
Chairman and one more 
board member.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

UAE Public registries are still 
operating although 
expected to close 
next week.

Delays 
already observed.

No contingency 
plans known.

Courts are still 
operating but with 
reduced working hour 
and expected to close 
from the week 
commencing 22 March.

Delays are expected.

No contingency 
plans known.

Notaries are still 
operating although 
expected to close from 
the week commencing 
22 March.

Delays 
already observed.

No contingency 
plans known.

Tax authorities are still 
operating although 
expected to close 
next week.

Delays 
already observed.

No contingency 
plans known.

No. Board and supervisory board meetings 
permit meetings to be held telephonically, 
but only if the company Articles of Association 
provides so. 

 

Allowed if permitted within 
the Articles of Association 
of the company.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be held in 
lieu of written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., Chairman's 
signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

Brazil Most of the Commercial 
Registers in Brazil are 
closed. The 
Commercial Register of 
the State of São Paulo 
is closed until 30 April 
2020. 
The 30-day period to 
file corporate acts will 
start on the date from 
which the Commercial 
Registry re-opens.

The courts are still 
open and accepting 
electronic filings. 
All the judicial 
deadlines are 
suspended until 30 
April 2020, except for 
urgent matters.
Delays are being 
experienced.

It was announced by 
the governmental body 
responsible for the 
notaries in Brazil, that 
each notary should 
decide whether it would 
reduce the operating 
hours or suspend their 
operations.
Most of the notaries in 
Brazil are operating, but 
with some restrictions, 
for example, limited 
opening hours. 
There are delays, with 
works not being 
delivered on time.

The tax/stamp 
authorities are closed. 
No contingency plan in 
place.

The incorporation of new 
entities, can be done in 
States that accept 
electronic filings, however 
there are delays.
The acquisition of a shelf 
company can be done, but 
if the shelf company is a 
limited liability company, 
the Articles of Association 
will need to be amended 
and this requires 
registering the document 
with the Commercial 
Register; this can only be 
done in those States that 
accept electronic filings.

Yes. It is possible to sign 
electronically.
However, there are certain 
types of documents where 
this is not permitted, such 
as corporate documents in 
the State of São Paulo.

Minutes of the Board meetings in 
São Paulo must be signed by the 
Chairman and secretary, in case of 
corporations, and by all the parties 
in case of limited liability 
companies.
However, it is possible to have the 
meeting via video or conference 
call, if the bylaws permit it.
On 30 March 2020, a provisional 
measure, Provisional Measure 
931, was established noting the 
possibility of shareholders to 
participate in shareholders' 
meeting without the need to be 
physically present. 
The procedures to be adopted in 
this case will shortly be explained 
by the competent authorities by 
means of a normative rule.

Minutes of the Board meetings 
in São Paulo must be signed 
by the chairman and secretary, 
in case of corporations, and by 
all the parties in case of limited 
liability companies. 
However, it is possible to have 
the meeting via video or 
conference call, if the bylaws 
permit it. 
In addition, it is possible to 
attach a written consent to the 
minutes, in case the member 
was not physically present.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Bermuda Public registries are 
open but are limiting 
the employees physical 
access to the office. 

There has been 
delays and any 
filings made prior to 
18th March 2020 had to 
be re-submitted 
electronically as most 
of the filings in 
Bermuda are 
manual/physical 
submissions.

Courts are not currently 
open and all filings 
have to submitted 
electronically. 

There will be delays 
incurred as electronic 
filings are not common.

In Bermuda only 
Attorneys are appointed 
as Notaries, therefore 
while Bermuda is not 
under a strict 
‘lock-down’ at present, 
residents are 
encouraged to social 
distance, which 
makes physical 
meetings inadvisable. 

The Tax 
Commissioner Office is 
currently closed with 
limited access to 
the department.

Any urgent queries can 
be submitted via an 
online request.

Forming a new entity is 
still possible and 
submissions can be 
made online. 

Potential delays 
could occur.

Electronic signatures 
are permitted for 
documents unless a 
request is 
otherwise noted for wet 
ink signatures.. 

One area where 
electronic signatures 
will not be permissible 
is if a requirement for 
a Notary or other 
original certification is 
being requested.

Board Meetings can be held telephonically, 
but there may be some concerns if a physical 
meeting is not held. For example, if the entity 
was originally going to hold a board meeting 
and now could not hold the physical meeting 
resulting from travel bans and the strict social 
distancing protocols in place, it is unclear 
whether the regulators will accept that a 
telephonic meeting was held. 

We are waiting for further guidelines on this 
from the regulators. 

Meeting minutes are required for all meetings 
held and electronic signatures are permitted 
on the minutes.

Same as 
previous answer.

The Chairman is required 
to sign the meeting 
minutes of which an 
electronic signature is 
required. If a company 
has a specific request for 
the Chairman and the 
Secretary (or any other 
officer of the company) to 
sign the minutes, then we 
can also accommodate 
this specification.

  2 July 2020

Not found



PwC

V. Americas/Canada (3/6)

27
April 2020Corporate transactions – A COVID-19 Practical impact assessment 

Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in processing 
times?

If not, is there a contingency plan in 
place for completing filings (e.g. online 
filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures 
for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's 
signature) are strictly 
required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

British 
Virgin Isles

There is an electronic 
system for filings and 
registrations with the
BVI’s Registry of 
Corporate Affairs and for 
conducting corporate 
searches. 
This is operating as 
usual without delays in 
processing times.
The Registry also 
continues to issue
certificates of good 
standing electronically 
with hard copies
available for pick-up at 
least once per week.

All filings can be made electronically 
through the E-Litigation Portal in the 
usual manner, for matters that have 
been issued since electronic filing was 
introduced.
With respect to all other matters, 
documents may be filed by attendance 
at the High Court Registry. However, 
restrictions on access to the Registry 
have been applied, so that the 
process may now take longer. 
Documents relating to matters that are 
not subject to the e-filing regime may 
be filed electronically by email if 
accompanied by an undertaking from 
a legal practitioner to pay the 
applicable fees.

Notaries in the BVI are 
still operating. There 
should be no delay in 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised. 
As for documents that 
need to be apostilled, 
they can be processed 
in the usual manner. 
The Deputy Governor’s 
Office hours of 
operation for 
apostille-related 
services are reduced, 
with delays of one to 
two days in processing 
time expected. 

The BVI’s International 
Tax Authority is 
operating as usual.
The public services 
(Department of Inland 
Revenue) reopened on 
4 May 2020, but 
services will be 
delivered remotely.

It remains possible to form 
new entities in the BVI 
electronically and
no delays in processing times 
are experienced. Alternatively, 
it is possible to
acquire BVI shelf companies.

In general, subject to any 
restrictions in the company’s 
articles of association, a 
scanned copy of a document 
bearing a “wet ink” signature 
that is transmitted by email is 
acceptable. It is also possible 
to use an electronic signature if 
conditions for an electronic 
signature as set out in the
Electronic Transactions Act, 
2001 are satisfied. 

Subject to the articles of 
association, board 
meetings may be held 
telephonically, without a 
physical presence, as long 
as all the directors 
attending the meeting by 
telephone can hear each 
other.
The signature of the 
chairman of a meeting of 
its board of directors (or 
anyone else) is not strictly 
required on any minutes of 
that meeting.

Typically, written consent 
resolutions can be used 
instead of holding an
actual board meeting and 
not the other way around. If 
written consent resolutions 
are used in lieu of an actual 
board meeting, all directors 
are required to sign those 
resolutions.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still 
open and accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being notarised 
and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents to be 
notarised and/or apostilled 
online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Canada Alberta corporate registry: 
automatically dissolving 
corporations and cancelling 
registrations are suspended 
indefinitely beginning 2 April 
2020. 

Ontario corporate registry is 
open and there are no 
delays in document 
processing time.

Nova Scotia corporate 
registries: Delays relating to 
the processing of forms. 
Electronically signed 
documents are accepted 
and the annual return 
deadline has been 
extended to 30 June 2020.

Quebec corporate registry: 
delays expected.

All courts are closed.

No contingencies currently 
in place.

In Alberta, British Colombia, 
Ontario, Quebec and Nova 
Scotia commissioning via 
video conferencing is 
permitted. 
Lawyers must follow best 
practice guidance as issued 
by the Law Society of that 
respective province/territory. 

Tax authorities 
remain open.

Delays are expected due 
to staff working from 
home.

Incorporations are still 
proceeding in British 
Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, 
Quebec and Nova Scotia.

Electronic signatures 
are permitted.

Certain types of Nova 
Scotia documents 
must be originally 
signed and then 
scanned as a pdf.

Legislation permits 
meetings by way of 
conference call. Please 
note that the Articles 
must be consulted to 
confirm if meetings by 
way of conference call 
are permitted. If a 
meeting is held, the Chair 
can sign the meeting 
minutes by electronic 
signature. 

Most transactions are 
approved through 
written resolutions.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Mexico Those operating 
electronically such as 
the Federal Public 
Registry of Commerce 
and the Registry of 
Movable Property Liens 
are still open and are 
accepting filings and 
registrations. However, 
some registries may be 
closed.

There is a stay on all 
procedures except for 
urgent and pressing 
matters.
Courts are closed.

Federal Commercial 
Notaries are operating. 
Some State Notaries 
are closed based on 
the State's Executive 
Orders and others are 
open or operate only 
for urgent and 
pressing matters.

Tax Authorities are 
operating to process tax 
registrations of new 
companies.

Yes, it is possible. Yes, in most cases.
Although it is 
recommended to use 
wet signatures 
whenever possible as 
presenting electronic 
evidence before a 
court of law may be 
more burdensome.
Mexican laws 
recognise general 
electronic 
communications as a 
valid method to create 
a contract.
Documents to be 
submitted before, for 
example, Banking 
Institutions may 
require wet 
signatures.

Yes, in general terms. Meetings may be held 
remotely or unanimous resolutions may be 
taken in writing in lieu of a meeting, based on 
each company's bylaws. 
Signatures of all attending directors are 
required in the relevant minutes. 
Signatures of all directors are required when 
adopting unanimous resolutions in writing in 
lieu of a meeting. 

Yes, in general terms. 
Meetings may be held 
remotely or unanimous 
resolutions may be taken 
in writing in lieu of a 
meeting, based on each 
company's bylaws.
Signatures of all attending 
directors are required in 
the relevant minutes. 
Signatures of all directors 
are required when 
adopting unanimous 
resolutions in writing in lieu 
of a meeting. 
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still open 
and accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries still operating? Are the 
tax/stamp authoriti
es still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in processing 
times?

If not, is there a contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being notarised 
and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any contingency 
plans for arranging for 
documents to be notarised 
and/or apostilled online?

If so, are there delays 
in processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

USA Whether the several secretary of 
state offices which accept corporate 
filings are open, depends upon the 
state. 

Many states have closed their 
offices or are operating under 
substantially reduced staff at this 
time, leading to delays in 
processing. Governors continue to 
issue and amend orders. 
A complete list of state office 
closures can be found here. 
From 20 April 2020, California has 
announced it will suspend all 
expedited filing services with the 
California Secretary of State. 
Filings will be processed in a 20+ 
days turnaround time. Online filings 
services will be available for 
specific LLC documents and 
Articles of Incorporation, which will 
be processed within 48 hours.

Most courts are still open 
and accepting filings, 
although many are 
operating under 
modified schedules.

Some courts (including all of 
the Federal Courts) accept 
filings electronically. Other 
courts that require hard 
copy filings will either still be 
accepting filings by mail, or 
some will still allow people 
to file in the Clerk’s office. 
Courts are also still hearing 
and acting on some 
motions. Many deadlines 
have been suspended or 
extended. 

In some states many 
matters will be decided on 
paper unless judges believe 
further communication 
necessary.

The availability of notaries is 
expected to be significantly 
curtailed. Notaries may not be 
available if they are

working remotely since the 
signatory must appear in person 
before the notary. There are 
also online services that can 
help connect signatories with 
notaries that can notarise 
documents online. Some states 
have passed executive orders to 
accept online notarisations (NY 
passed an Executive Order 
allowing this until 18 April 2020).

The availability of apostille 
services depends on the state 
and whether originals can be 
presented over the counter or 
by mail.

N/A – There is no 
federal stamp tax. 
However, many states 
have extended 
filing or payment 
dates for taxes.

It is still possible to create 
entities and the secretary 
of state offices remain 
open and are accepting 
filings online. 

There have been some 
delays in receiving 
evidence of filings. 
However delays have not 
been material.

Under the Federal 
Electronic Signatures in 
Global and National 
Commerce Act (ESIGN)

and individual state 
acts, electronic 
signatures are generally 
enforceable in all 50 
states. 

There are a few 
exceptions including, 
but not limited to, court 
documents and 
documents conveying 
real property.

Board meetings are commonly 
held by telephone as long as 
all parties can hear and be 
heard. Although, it depends on 
company bylaws and state 
laws.

Board minutes typically are 
signed by the corporate 
secretary or a secretary pro 
tempore such as a lawyer. 

There are no particular 
formalities required for 
that signature.

The SEC issued an order on 
13 March 2020 exempting 
both investment and business 
development companies from 
in-person meeting 
requirements. Some states 
such as New York have 
enacted Executive Orders 
suspending in-person 
requirements for meetings.

Boards must act in 
accordance with their 
governing documents and 
applicable laws to

determine if they are able to 
take alternative measures 
such as telephonic board

meetings. However, most 
transactions are approved 
through written resolutions. 
Some may require 
unanimous consent.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Australia Public registries remain 
open and continue to 
receive filings. 

The Australian Foreign 
Investment Review 
Board rules regarding 
applications for foreign 
investments, have been 
modified, including; 
reducing monetary 
thresholds to zero 
dollars and extending 
the usual statutory 30 
day processing period 
to 6 months.

Courts remain open 
and are accepting 
filings. 

There do not appear to 
be any delays at 
this stage.

Notaries are still 
operating.

Not aware of delays but 
some may be expected 
due to staff working 
from home. 

The tax authorities are 
still operating.

There does not appear 
to be any delays at 
this stage.

New entities can still be 
formed. 

There are no delays.

It is normally recommended that 
agreements be specifically drafted to 
allow for the use of electronic 
signatures. Electronic signatures may 
not be permitted if:

• Signatures need to be witnessed

• Documents are deeds

• Documents are required to be 
registered with a public authority 
(who may not accept an e-signature)

• Documents signed under s.127 
Corporations Act.

However, changes have been made to 
the Corporations Act in response to 
Covid-19, permitting execution of 
documents by electronic signatures, and 
these changes will apply for the next six 
months.

Teleconference board 
meetings are permitted with 
the consent of the directors.

Minutes must be signed by 
the Chairman.

 

Signatures may be 
required depending on 
the specific written 
consent in question.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

China Public registries 
remain open. 

There are delays, and 
this will vary depending 
on the particular 
provinces or city.

Courts remain open.

However, there are 
delays due to 
reduced staffing.

Notaries are 
still operating.

However, there are 
delays and 
inconveniences in 
arranging for 
documents to 
be notarised. 

Tax authorities are 
still operating.

There are some delays.

Electronic signatures 
are permitted.

.

  

Hong Kong The Companies 
Registry is open but 
providing a limited 
service and 
operating reduced 
hours and we expect 
delay in the 
processing of 
documents.

The courts are only 
providing emergency 
hearing services and 
normal trials are 
postponed. 

Filing of court 
documents is 
temporarily unavailable.

The Hong Kong 
workforce is generally 
advised to work from 
home but private 
practitioners (who are 
notaries) may still 
be contactable 
and operating.

The Inland Revenue 
Department (tax office) 
remains open and is 
providing limited 
services and operating 
reduced hours and we 
expect delay in 
processing times.

Yes. Contracts are 
generally allowed to be 
signed electronically. 

There are certain 
exceptions which do 
not allow electronic 
signatures as stated in 
the Electronic 
Transaction Ordinance, 
such as deeds, wills 
and affidavits.

Board meeting can be held without 
physical presence and by teleconferencing or 
video conferencing. 

There are no requirements for signatures on 
minutes but normally at least we would 
recommend the Chairman of the meeting sign 
the minutes. 

The signature can be in electronic form.

Yes. The board may 
decide to hold board 
meetings electronically 
without the consent of 
the directors.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still 
open and accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities still 
operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents to 
be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

India From 1 June 2020, a new 
phase of lockdown has been 
introduced until 30 June. 
Certain parts of India were 
re-opened on 8 June. Whilst 
some of the government 
departments have started 
functioning with limited staff, 
the majority are still not 
operational. The approach 
varies between different 
states, depending on 
lockdown measures.   

Parts of India are locked down 
until 30 June. Whilst some of 
the courts have started 
functioning with limited staff, 
the majority of the courts are 
still not operational. 
Some of the courts have 
started hearing the cases 
virtually. 
As courts are functioning with a 
limited number of staff, delays 
are likely.
Whether courts are accepting 
filings will depend upon the 
concerned State. 

Parts of India are locked 
down until 30 June, however 
notaries are operating with 
limited staff. Given that the 
staff numbers are low, 
delays are likely. Different 
approaches are being taken 
by different states.

Parts of India are locked 
down until 30 June. Whilst 
some of the tax/stamp 
authorities have started 
functioning with limited staff. 
Given that authorities are 
functioning with a limited 
number of staff, delays are 
likely.
The approach varies 
between different states, 
depending on lockdown 
measures.   

Registrar of Companies 
(RoC) have started 
functioning with limited 
staff. 
Given that ROC is 
functioning with a limited 
number of staff, delays are 
likely.
The approach varies 
between different states, 
depending on lockdown 
measures.

No, as there could be 
practical challenges, 
as some departments/ 
government offices, may 
not accept digitally 
signed documents. 

Board meetings via video 
conferences, are permitted in 
India. 
With respect to minutes, 
these need to be physically 
signed. 

Whether a particular 
consent can be obtained 
through video conferencing, 
would depend upon the 
nature of consent and the 
statute under which that 
consent is required.

Japan The Legal Affairs Bureau 
responsible for public 
registers is still open, but 
there is significant delay in 
processing applications.

All hearings for civil litigation 
have been postponed until after 
mid-May, i.e. after the 
expiration of the emergency 
period.

Notaries remain open.
We are unaware any delay

Tax authorities remain open. 
We are unaware any delay

The Bureau is still open for 
filing the application for 
registration of the entity. 
Delays of one month or 
longer are expected.
The Articles of 
Incorporation should be 
certified by a notary in 
Japan, and the notary is 
still open.
There may be difficulty in 
obtaining certain 
certificates.

Electronic signatures are 
permitted, however there 
are complex requirements 
and some exceptions.

Teleconference board 
meetings are permitted.
 

Written resolutions can be 
passed if the company’s 
constitution allows for this.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., Chairman's 
signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

South Korea Public registries are open 
and operating as usual. 
There may be some 
delay on the processing 
time, but it is minimal. 
Best practice is to 
prepare registration 
papers 2-3 days earlier 
than usual to account for 
these delays.

Courts are open and 
operating as usual. 
Regarding filing, there is 
no delay. 
For Civil and 
Administrative litigation, 
online filing is in place. 
However, there is a 
backlog of cases, so 
there may be a delay in 
cases being dealt with.

Notaries are open and 
operating as usual. 
Delays have not been 
experienced.

Tax/stamp authorities are 
open and operating as 
usual. 
Delays have not been 
experienced.

It is still possible to form a 
new entity.
Delays have not been 
experienced, on a domestic 
level.  
However, if the company 
wants to appoint a foreign 
individual as an executive, 
his/her acceptance letter, 
passport etc. has to be 
notarised and apostilled in 
his/her country, and delays 
have been experienced in 
receiving documents from 
abroad.

Electronic signatures are not 
permitted.

Board meetings can be held 
telephonically. 
All members of the board who 
attend the meeting have to sign the 
minutes. 
The signing can be done in 
counterparts.

Under Korean Commercial 
Act, a written resolution for 
board meeting is not 
permitted.  
However, board meetings 
can be held telephonically.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still open 
and accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries still operating? Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in processing 
times?

If not, is there a contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays 
in processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings (e.g. online 
filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being notarised 
and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any contingency 
plans for arranging for 
documents to be notarised 
and/or apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Malaysia Malaysia has seen some relaxation 
in terms of lockdown beginning 4 
May 2020.
The Companies Commission of 
Malaysia (‘CCM’) has suspended all 
operations including online services 
until the movement control order 
has been lifted. 
There will be a moratorium period 
given, to account for the period in 
which CCM's services were not 
accessible. 

All courts are closed 
and are not operating.

All notaries are closed and are 
not operating.

The tax office in Malaysia 
has reopened, but with 
limited operating hours for 
different functions/ 
departments.

This will depend on the 
constitution of the 
company, and may be 
permitted for director or 
shareholder resolutions.

Nonetheless, electronic 
signatures would not be 
acceptable for documents 
that require to be 
submitted in hard copy to 
the authorities (i.e., 
CCM).

This will depend on the 
constitution of the company. 

The signature of the 
Chairman on the meeting's 
minutes would be required 
regardless of whether the 
meeting is held electronically 
or in person.

This will depend on 
the constitution of 
the company. 

The signature of the 
Chairman on the meeting's 
minutes would be required 
regardless of whether the 
meeting is held 
electronically or in person.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authoritie
s still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form 
new entities 
within 
your jurisdiction
?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays 
in processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings (e.g. online 
filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being notarised 
and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents to be 
notarised and/or apostilled 
online?

If so, are there delays 
in processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there 
delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible 
to acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting 
minutes (e.g., Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

New Zealand Public registries are still 
operating and accepting 
filings. 
Filing is done 
electronically. 
The registrar is not 
taking any enforcement 
action where returns are 
filed late due to Covid-19.

Courts are still open but 
where possible hearings 
are conducted virtually. 
There have been some 
delays and hearings are 
being prioritised if they 
affect individual liberty, 
personal safety or are 
time critical. 

Notaries are not an
essential service and are 
not able to meet people in
person during the lockdown. 
If they can deliver their
services electronically, they are 
able to operate effectively. 

New Zealand's tax 
department is operating 
on a business as usual 
basis. Filings can be 
made online. There 
have been no 
noticeable delays, and 
some matters were 
addressed quicker than 
they would usually be. 

It is possible to 
incorporate a New 
Zealand company 
and/or register an 
overseas company 
currently via online 
Companies Office 
platform. No 
significant delays 
have been 
experienced. Shelf 
companies are not 
permitted in New 
Zealand.

Subject to a few exceptions, an 
electronic signature will be legally 
effective if it adequately identifies the 
signatory and adequately indicates 
the signatory’s approval of the 
information to which the signature 
relates; and is as reliable as is 
appropriate given the purpose for 
which, and the circumstances in 
which, the signature is required.
Standard electronic signatures using 
software satisfies these requirements. 
In response to Covid-19, the 
Government has also put in place 
measures to allow, witnessing of 
some documents using audio-visual 
or audio links or over the phone and 
oaths to be given.

Board meetings can be held 
telephonically. 
Minutes are required to be kept and we 
would generally expect a chairperson to 
sign such minutes although this is not 
required – where a chairperson is 
signing the minutes a wet signature 
would not be required.
Shareholders can participate in 
meetings by telephonic means, 
however, thought will need to be given 
as to how shareholders vote in such 
circumstances.
Amendments have been 
made to the Companies 
Act to allow for this even
where this is not permitted
by the entity's rules.

Directors can pass resolutions 
through written resolutions 
signed by all directors; these 
can be signed in counterparts.
Shareholders can pass 
resolutions in writing, where 
75% (or such higher) of the 
shareholders sign such 
resolution.
Certain acts will require the 
signatures of all directors who 
vote in favour of a resolution – 
for example a solvency 
certificate – these can be 
signed in counterparts, and 
PDF copies will suffice.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries still 
open and accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency plan 
in place for completing 
filings/registrations (e.g. online 
filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Singapore The Singapore government 
has announced that from 19 
June 2020 onwards most 
activities may be resumed. 
Various government service 
centres will gradually 
resume operations but on 
an appointment basis only. 
Electronic services remain 
available and transactions 
may still be filed on 
electronic portals. 

While hearings for most cases 
have resumed, the courts 
have also adopted the use of 
remote hearings for certain 
hearings. 
Where there are physical 
hearings, certain safeguards 
will remain to prevent further 
transmission.

Notaries can resume their 
operations from 19 June 
2020. 
Delays in legalising 
documents are expected 
since most Embassies 
and Consular Office are 
closed or have shorter 
opening hours.

The Inland Revenue Authority of 
Singapore has resumed its 
counter services but visitors must 
make a prior appointment at 
least 2 working days in advance.
Delays expected as the Inland 
Revenue Authority of Singapore 
is likely to face a backlog of 
enquiries and applications. 
Please note that generally, stamp 
duty filings may be made online. 

It is possible to incorporate 
new entities in Singapore as 
it usually involves only 
online filings. We have not 
experienced any delays but 
we foresee that there may 
be delays if the name 
reservation application is 
referred to a referral 
authority for approval.

Electronic signature 
is permitted. 

However, it is not 
permitted for wills, bills of 
exchange, declarations of 
trust, power of attorney, 
contracts for the sale of 
immovable property or 
the conveyance of 
immovable property.

Meetings can be held 
telephonically if the 
constitution of the company 
permits the board meeting to 
be conducted in this manner. 
The meeting minutes should 
be signed by the chairman of 
the meeting or the chairman 
of the next succeeding 
meeting.

Meetings can be held 
telephonically if the 
constitution of the company 
permits the board meeting 
to be conducted in this 
manner. The meeting 
minutes should be signed 
by the chairman of the 
meeting or the chairman 
of the next 
succeeding meeting.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to 
currently form new 
entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf 
companies?

If so, are any signatures for the meeting minutes 
(e.g., Chairman's signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Francophone 
Africa 
(Chad, Congo, 
DRC, Equatorial 
Guinea, Gabon, 
Guinea, Ivory 
Coast, 
Madagascar and 
Senegal)

Public registries 
remain open. 
Delays will apply.

Courts remain open. 

Delays are expected.

Notaries are still 
operating. 
Delays may apply.

Tax authorities are still 
open and operating. 

There may be delays.

Generally, 
original signatures 
are required.

Meetings cannot be held telephonically. 

Formal signature is required.

Telephonic board 
meetings are 
not permitted. 

Minutes must be signed 
by the Chairman.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities still 
operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings (e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for 
documents to be 
notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations (e.g. online 
filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Kenya Public registries have 
been closed since 
mid-March 2020. The 
Business Registration 
Service however still 
maintains its online 
services. However, 
given the reduced staff 
levels, there are 
processing delays. 
Parties making filings for 
merger approvals can 
make such submissions 
electronically as failure 
to obtain approval prior 
to completing a merger 
would void such a 
transaction and may 
attract a fine.

Courts have suspended all 
appeals, hearings and 
mentions. However, parties 
can still file their documents. 
The High Court registry has 
in place an e-filing system 
that allows for the filing of 
cases, uploading of 
documents and payment of 
requisite fees. Urgent matters 
are to be heard only on 
Thursdays by the judge on 
duty at the High Court or by 
the Magistrate on duty at the 
Magistrates Courts. 
Additionally, various tribunals 
such as the Tax Appeals 
Tribunal have also adopted 
an e-filing system.

Documents can only be 
notarised physically by 
a Notary Public, so 
there may be delays in 
getting documents 
notarised. Kenya does 
not have apostille 
services.

The Kenya Revenue Authority 
is still operating. The Land 
Registries temporarily closed 
and so there is a delay in 
stamping documents. 
However, the recently enacted 
Business Laws (Amendment) 
Act 2020 allows for the 
electronic stamping of 
documents. As this law is fairly 
new, it remains to be seen 
how this will be applied.

It is still possible to form new 
entities. However, given the 
reduced staff levels at the 
Business Registry Service, 
there are delays.

The Business Laws 
(Amendment) Act 2020 that 
was passed in March allows 
for the electronic signing of 
documents using unique 
electronic signatures. As 
this law is fairly new, it 
remains to be seen how this 
will be applied.

Board meetings of a 
company can be held via 
teleconference or via 
videoconference to the 
extent that the company's 
articles of association 
provide for this. Electronic 
signatures can be affixed to 
the minutes of the meeting.

Telephonic board meetings 
can be held in lieu of 
written consents. The 
telephonic board meetings 
would still be subject to the 
notice provisions of 
meetings as per the 
company's articles of 
association.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency plan 
in place for completing filings (e.g. 
online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents to 
be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Mauritius All public registries have 
been physically closed 
since the start of the 
confinement period (19 
March 2020 - 4 May 
2020). However, it is 
possible to effect 
filings/registrations 
online with the Registrar 
of Companies (RoC). 
There are delays.

Courts are physically closed 
during the confinement period 
due to end on 4 May 2020. 
However, urgent matters such as 
bail applications, 
applications/injunctions before 
the Judge sitting in Chambers 
(Supreme, Intermediate and 
Industrial Courts) are still being 
considered through various 
means, including Webex (details 
are set out in a public 
Communique). All other matters 
pending before the Courts have 
been postponed.

Unless notaries are able to 
process requests from 
clients electronically, 
notarisations have been 
put on hold. There is a real 
risk of delay to complete 
the process of 
notarisation. Apostille of 
documents is done 
through the Prime 
Minister's Office. However, 
the ability to offer such 
services has been 
severely curtailed, and 
delays are to be expected.

The Mauritius Revenue 
Authority is closed until the 
4 May 2020 but electronic 
submission of tax returns 
and electronic payment of 
any tax due may be made 
on its website. Delays are 
to be expected. The stamp 
authority, which is the 
Registrar General's Office, 
is physically closed and not 
operating normally.

Applications may be made 
via the web portal of the 
Registrar of Companies and 
the Financial Services 
Commission. Delays are to 
be expected. The 
acquisition of shelf 
companies is not 
permissible in Mauritius.

Documents signed 
electronically are valid. 
However documents 
such as title deeds 
require original 
signatures. In addition, 
execution formalities 
with respect to 
securities taken under 
facility agreements 
would be required to be 
done in writing with the 
words "Good for the 
sum of" written by the 
borrower prior to 
signing.

Board meetings may be held 
telephonically, so long as the 
quorum for the meeting is 
constituted. By law, must be 
signed by the chairperson.

Meetings can be held via 
teleconferencing if 
provided for in the articles 
of association and 
e-signatures can also be 
used for minutes. The 
Chairperson of the 
meeting is required to sign 
the minutes.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency plan 
in place for completing filings (e.g. 
online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents to 
be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a contingency 
plan in place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Morocco Public registries are not 
open.

At this stage there are 
no alternatives.

Courts are not open.

At this stage there are no 
alternatives.

Notaries are 
not operating.

However, local 
communes where 
legalisations/certifications 
of signature are 
completed, remain open 
in some cities (TBC).

Tax authorities are closed.

At this stage there are no 
alternatives.

All creations have been 
suspended until the end of 
the lockdown period as the 
trade court is closed. The 
end date is currently 10 
June 2020.

It is the same for 
the acquisition of 
shelf companies.

The only electronic 
signatures currently 
accepted are the 
documents signed 
using the certification of 
Barid E-Sign. 
Barid Al Maghrib is the 
Moroccan authority that 
certifies electronic 
signatures.

Board meetings can be held 
by video-conferencing but at 
the end, the minutes of the 
meeting must be signed and 
the signatures 
notarised/legalised. Power of 
Attorney’s can be used.

Board meetings can be 
held by video- 
conferencing but at the 
end, the minutes of the 
meeting must be signed 
and the signatures 
notarised/legalised.

Power of Attorney’s 
can be used.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents 
be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be 
held in lieu of 
written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in processing 
times?

If not, is there a contingency plan in 
place for completing filings (e.g. 
online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in 
place for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to acquire 
shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are strictly 
required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Nigeria
Public Registries are not 
open. Online portals are 
in place to initiate the 
incorporation of 
companies/registration 
of business names. The 
process is not fully 
automated so delays are 
anticipated.

Each State is empowered to issue 
a practice direction on Court 
procedures during this period. 
Currently court activities have 
been suspended in Lagos State 
except for extremely urgent 
matters i.e. cases involving capital 
offences. There is a proposed 
practice direction that will allow the 
Lagos State Courts operate 
remotely, however this is yet to be 
formalised.

Notary services are 
limited.

The tax authorities are 
operating remotely and 
there are online portals 
for electronic filing.

Online portals are being 
used to initiate the 
incorporation of companies. 
The process is not fully 
automated so delays are 
anticipated.

Electronic signatures are 
accepted as satisfactory 
evidence that a document 
was properly signed. 
However, the Companies 
Registry only accepts wet 
ink for post incorporation 
filings.

The Companies and Allied 
Matters Act does not restrict 
board meetings to a specific 
location. By implication, board 
meetings can be held via 
teleconferencing. The 
Chairman is required to sign 
minutes of all proceedings of 
the board.

Where it is impossible to 
hold meetings, a 
telephonic board meeting 
will not be sufficient if the 
proposed resolution is to 
be passed as a written 
resolution.The Chairman, 
and all the other directors 
must sign such resolution.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be held in 
lieu of written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., 
Chairman's signature) are 
strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g. Chairman's 
signature) are strictly required?

South Africa The Companies and 
Intellectual Property 
Commission is 
beginning to return to 
its normal business 
operations as of 4 May 
2020 and will 
incrementally be 
recommencing some 
processing services 
going forward. 

The Competition 
Commission will remain 
open to accept filings, 
and investigators will 
investigate merger 
filings.

Courts remain open for 
the filing of papers and 
certain hearings.

Court users are 
encouraged to make 
use of the email 
addresses and/ or 
digital caselines system 
to initiate new 
proceedings, and to file 
additional pleadings 
and documents in 
proceedings that have 
already been started.

Notaries are still 
operating.

If documents must be 
authenticated and 
apostilled, then such 
documents must first be 
notarised by a South 
African notary and then 
the copies are 
apostilled by the High 
Court of South Africa.

The South African 
Revenue Services 
(“SARS”) operates
through its online portal
and the SARS contact
Centre. 
No stamp duty
Requirements in South 
Africa.

The limited electronic
services at the Companies
and Intellectual Property
Commission include
submitting information for
the incorporation of a
private company.
Should any part of the
registration process not be
fully automated, then such
part of the registration
process may be delayed.
Shelf companies are
available, but only limited
information could be
changed during the
lockdown, and delays may
be expected.

Electronic signatures are 
permitted.
However, certain registries 
e.g. Deeds Registries, may 
require original signatures.
Electronic signatures are not
permitted for agreements i) for 
alienation of immovable 
property, ii) for the long-term 
lease of immovable
property in excess of 20 
years, iii) for the execution, 
retention and presentation
of a will or codicil, or iv) the 
execution of a bill of 
exchange.

Most companies' 
memorandum of incorporation 
permit electronic meetings of 
directors provided that each 
participant can hear and be 
heard by all other participants. 
Any minutes of a meeting, or a 
resolution, signed by the Chair 
of the meeting, or by the Chair 
of the next meeting of the 
board, is evidence of the 
proceedings of that meeting, 
or adoption of that resolution.

The minutes of the meeting 
and board resolutions can be 
signed electronically.

Most companies' memorandum 
of incorporation permit 
electronic meetings of directors, 
provided that each participant 
can hear and be heard by all 
other participants. 

Any minutes of a meeting, or a 
resolution, signed by the Chair 
of the meeting, or by the Chair 
of the next meeting of the 
board, is evidence of the 
proceedings of that meeting, or 
adoption of that resolution.

The minutes of the meeting and 
board resolutions can be 
signed electronically.
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Jurisdiction Are public registries 
still open and 
accepting 
filings/registrations?

Are courts still 
open and 
accepting filings?

Are notaries 
still operating?

Are the 
tax/stamp authorities 
still operating?

Is it possible to currently 
form new entities within 
your jurisdiction?

Can documents be signed 
electronically?

Can board meetings be 
held telephonically?

Can telephonic 
board meetings be held in 
lieu of written consents?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing filings 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays 
in documents being 
notarised and/or 
apostilled?

If not, are there any 
contingency plans for 
arranging for documents 
to be notarised and/or 
apostilled online?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times?

If not, is there a 
contingency plan in place 
for completing 
filings/registrations 
(e.g. online filings)?

If so, are there delays in 
processing times? 

If not, is it possible to 
acquire shelf companies?

If so, are any signatures for the 
meeting minutes (e.g., Chairman's 
signature) are strictly required?

If so, are any signatures for 
the meeting minutes 
(e.g. Chairman's signature) 
are strictly required?

Uganda The company registry is 
partially open and is 
allowing online filing for 
business registrations, 
intellectual property, civil 
registration and 
insolvency.

The courts of law are 
only open to receive 
new filings for new 
cases.

Many notaries offices 
are closed however, it is 
possible to contact the 
notaries and arrange for 
a meeting to obtain their 
services, as long as the 
meeting complies with 
the government's 
measures.

The Tax Authority is still 
operating but has 
encouraged tax payers 
to utilise online 
methods.

It is possible to form new 
entities, however there are 
delays in the processing 
timelines because all 
processes have been 
moved online.

The Electronics Signatures Act 
allows all documents to be 
signed using electronic or 
digital signatures. However the 
Registrar of Companies require 
documents filed with the 
Companies Registry to be 
signed with wet ink signatures.

Meetings can be held via 
teleconferencing if provided for in 
the articles of association of the 
company and e-signatures can 
also be used for minutes. The 
Chairperson of the meeting is 
required to sign the minutes.

Meetings can be held via 
teleconferencing if provided 
for in the articles of 
association of the company 
and e-signatures can also be 
used for minutes. The 
Chairperson of the meeting is 
required to sign the minutes.
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