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Students are introduced to the need for encryption and simple techniques for breaking (or 

cracking) secret messages. Students try their own hand at cracking a message encoded 

with the classic Caesar cipher and also a Random Substitution Cipher. The most 

important aspect of this lesson is to understand how and why encryption plays a role in all 

of our lives every day on the Internet, and that making good encryption is not trivial.

*Lesson requires students to use computers.
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