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Behind the Academy Awards® Tallies for 78 Years and Counting!  
PwC Preserves Hollywood’s Best Kept Secrets  

 
Final Ballots Mailed Today 

 
Completed Ballots Due to PwC on Tuesday, February 21, 2012 

 
PwC celebrates its 78th year leading the Oscars® balloting process on behalf of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences (the Academy).  PwC balloting leaders Brad Oltmanns and Rick Rosas will 
again oversee the tabulation and will be the only two people in the world who will know the identity of 
the Oscar® winners before the 84th Academy Awards live telecast on ABC at 4 p.m. PT (7 p.m. ET) on 
Sunday, February 26, 2012. 
 
In the 78 years that PwC has managed the balloting process, there has never been a single security 
breach.  Oltmanns and Rosas lead a tight-lipped team to conduct the same „tried and true‟ method that 
they have used for decades. PwC‟s long-established balloting system involves the precise tallying of 
every single ballot at a concealed location to maintain the utmost level of accuracy, objectivity and 
confidentiality. 
 
“Our long-standing, 78-year relationship with PwC is built on the utmost trust and integrity,” said Tom 
Sherak, Academy president. “We look forward to continuing the tradition with PwC as our balloting 
partner for many years to come.” 
 
Once the votes have been submitted and tabulated, PwC prepares two briefcases with a complete set of 
envelopes bearing the Oscar winners‟ names. As a precautionary measure, both briefcases are then 
transported to the ceremony via separate, secret routes with each of the PwC balloting leaders. As a 
second preventive measure, the PwC balloting leaders also memorize every winner. During the live 
telecast, Oltmanns and Rosas remain backstage and hand each envelope to award presenters before 
they walk onstage. 
 
“PwC‟s ongoing relationship with the Academy exemplifies the highest level of precision and trust,” 
said Brad Oltmanns, a PwC partner and Oscars balloting leader since 2004. “This is an event we look 
forward to every year and our precise work with the Academy through the years is a tribute to PwC‟s 
renowned heritage and reputation.” 
 
“Being involved each year in maintaining the highest level of secrecy is one of the most rewarding 
assignments of my career” said Rick Rosas, a PwC partner and Oscars balloting leader since 2001. 
“Our work with the Academy not only highlights our long-term and trusted relationship with 
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Hollywood and the entertainment industry, but also serves as an incredible source of honor and pride 
for PwC.” 
 
Oscars nomination ballots were mailed to 5,783 voting members of the Academy on Tuesday, 
December 27, 2011, and nominees were announced on Tuesday, January 24, 2012.  Final ballots were 
mailed on February 1, 2012, and completed ballots are due back to PwC on Tuesday, February 21, 2012 
(by 5 p.m.). 
 
PwC Fun Facts from 78 Years of Oscars Balloting 
As Hollywood prepares for the 84th Academy Awards,  PwC has tallied some other numbers to 
illustrate what has gone into keeping Hollywood's biggest secret under wraps and getting the world‟s 
most famous statuettes into the hands of the winners: 
 

 450,000+:  The approximate number of ballots counted by PwC in 78 years on the job. 
 

 2,600+:  The number of winners' envelopes stuffed since the envelope system was introduced 
in 1941. 

 
 1,700:  The approximate number of “person-hours” it takes the PwC team every year to count 

and verify the ballots. 
 

 78:  The number of years PwC has conducted the Oscar® balloting. 
 

 24:  The number of awards categories to be tabulated for the 84th Academy Awards at a secret 
location known only to the members of the small PwC ballot team. 

 
 7:  The number of days it takes to count the ballots for nominations. 

 
 3:  The number of days it takes to count the final ballots. 

 
For additional information, visit: www.pwc.com/balloting. 
 
Ends 
 
PwC firms help organisations and individuals create the value they‟re looking for.  We‟re a network of 
firms in 158 countries with close to 169,000 people who are committed to delivering quality in 
assurance, tax and advisory services.  Tell us what matters to you and find out more by visiting us at 
www.pwc.com.   
 
"PwC" is the brand under which member firms of PricewaterhouseCoopers International Limited 
(PwCIL) operate and provide services. Together, these firms form the PwC network. Each firm in the 
network is a separate legal entity and does not act as agent of PwCIL or any other member firm. PwCIL 
does not provide any services to clients. PwCIL is not responsible or liable for the acts or omissions of 
any of its member firms nor can it control the exercise of their professional judgment or bind them in 
any way. 
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