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A Look at Brazil

For almost two decades, Brazil has 
been experiencing a very interesting 
moment from an economic standpoint. 
Starting with its monetary stabilization 
and inflation control process beginning 
in 1994, Brazil began to show economic 
growth year after year, having reached 
its largest indicators in the last six 
years. Although there was a slowdown 
in the rate of growth in 2011 and 2012, 
there is an expectation that the country 
will become the 5th largest world 
economy still in this decade*. This 
economic growth has led to increasing 
production and investments, along with 
gains in efficiency and improvement in 
educational indicators.

This favorable environment can be 
evidenced by last year’s unemployment 
rate, which was the lowest ever and 
which has led to wage growth. In 
addition, the Brazilian government 
continues to promote consumption, 
by for example, reducing interest rates 
and offering consumer credit facilities 
and tax relief on the consumption 
of durable goods, mainly home 
appliances, automobiles and home 
construction and reforms.

The combination of the availability 
of consumer credit at lower interest 
rates and higher levels of employment 
and income has positioned Brazil as 
one of the world’s markets showing 
the largest increases in consumer 
spending. In the last few years, over 
40 million Brazilians have entered the 
middle class and become more regular 
consumers, driving strong growth 
in the domestic market. In 2012, the 
country’s Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) reached R$ 4.4 trillion  
(US$ 2.2 trillion), consolidating Brazil 
as the world’s seventh largest economy. 
Spending of the 194 million Brazilian 
consumers alone accounted for 61% of 
the country’s domestic GDP in 2012.

At the same time as Brazil is 
experiencing an important growth 
phase, it has also been working to bring 
together conditions and perfect them 
in order to attract foreign investments. 
In 2012, a particularly difficult year, 
Brazil continued leading Latin America 
as the primary destination of direct 
foreign investment, receiving a total of  
US$ 65.3 billion.

*projection by The Economist magazine
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Brazil also offers a sophisticated and 
efficient financial system, with broad 
and strict controls applied not only 
by the government but also through 
industry self-regulation. 

In the past few years, Brazil has 
adopted International Financial 
Reporting Standards, known as 
IFRS, a profound transformation 
with the purpose of improving 
the transparency of the financial 
information disclosed by Brazilian 
companies and its comparability to 
international counterparts. 

In the same way, local entrepreneurs 
have adopted a more flexible posture, 
more attentive and interested in 
forming partnerships and agreements 
with foreign companies as well 
as starting to explore the ideas of 
expanding their businesses abroad.

Brazil is an enormous source of 
natural resources, especially mineral 
reserves, which positions it as an 
important international player in the 
metal commodities market.

Brazil is the third largest global 
agribusiness exporter, with relevant 
participation in all major agribusiness 
value chains: animal protein (bovine, 
poultry and pork), oilseeds & grain 
(soybean, corn, cotton, coffee), 
orange juice  and the sugar & 
ethanol complex.

One of Brazil’s greatest challenges 
in becoming a great magnet 
for attracting investments is 
infrastructure. However, as a result 
of important mega-sports events that 
will be held in Brazil – the 2014 FIFA 
World Cup and the 2016 Summer 
Olympic and Paralympic Games – the 
government has been more heavily 
involved in the expansion of domestic 
infrastructure.

Transportation is also an area with 
significant focus. The government has 
opened bids to grant concessions to 
private companies to build or expand 
highways in Brazil, as well as airports. 
Heavy investments are also taking 
place in the subway systems in major 
Brazilian cities, together with other 
initiatives to expand urban mobility 
and to build a high-speed train (TAV) 
linking the metropolises of Rio de 
Janeiro and São Paulo.

Also in the field of infrastructure, new 
legislation in the ports sector is under 
discussion to increase competition 
among port systems, making them 
more agile and less costly.

Another important driver for 
development is the exploration of the 
immense oil reserves in the offshore 
field, in the so-called “pre-salt layer”, 
which strongly favors Brazil’s 
self-sufficiency in oil and energy.

These are some of the indicators that 
have placed Brazil in a favorable 
position to attract investment and 
which have significantly improved 
the business environment, welcoming 
foreign investment.

FIFA World Cup

Summer Olympic and 
Paralympic Games

Brazil’s greatest challenges

2014
2016
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Japanese investments 
in Brazil

The history of Brazilian society and 
its economic development have been 
strongly influenced by the Japanese 
culture. This influence is due to the 
historical strong ties of friendship and 
the presence of Japanese immigrant 
communities in Brazilian society. 
This is true for the past, the present 
and certainly for the future: Brazil’s 
relationship with Japan is a concrete, 
long-lasting and sustainable reality.

In 2008, Brazil celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of Japanese immigration 
to the country. Brazil has the largest 
population of Japanese origin outside 
of Japan. This history is also reflected 
in the business environment, marked 
by the high level of maturity and trust 
between the two countries. Japanese 
multinational companies have and will 
continue to have an important role in 
the local economy. After all, Japan has 
been a trading partner and investor in 
Brazil for a long time.

Japanese investments have been 
made in a wide variety of industries. 
However, in recent years, a higher 
concentration of funds have been 
directed to manufacturing, most 
heavily in the segments of metallurgy, 
automotive, equipment for the oil and 
gas and biofuel areas, paper and pulp 
and transportation equipment. Another 
important sector receiving investment 
has been metallic minerals, followed 
by the production and distribution of 
electricity, gas and water.



Opportunities for PwC

Japanese companies use different 
strategies, from the start-up of new 
operations (“green field”), usually by 
large Japanese multinational groups 
that are investing in Brazil for the first 
time, as well as the continued expansion 
of businesses of well-established  
Japanese companies, usually trading 
houses. Potential new investments by 
Japanese companies will translate into 
significant business opportunities for 
PwC Brazil as follows: 

• The Japan Desk team of PwC 
Brazil is comprised of experienced 
professionals with deep knowledge 
and experience on how to do 
business with Japanese companies, 
considering that there are cultural 
differences in the way business 
is conducted in Japan. Japanese 
companies have a “Japanese way” 
of conducting business driven by 
its own distinctive culture. The 
cultural identity of our team is here 
and alive to serve our Japanese 
clients. In addition, the existence of 
a Brazil Desk in PwC Japan, Tokyo, 
who also understand the Brazilian 
business environment ensures 
that we can provide tailored and 
high quality services to Japanese 
clients providing the best solutions 
in Japan and Brazil, as well as 
leveraging on client relationships 
and network;

• Brazil has important natural 
resources which represent attractive 
investment opportunities in fields 
such as oil and gas, mining and 
agribusiness. In fact, all of the 
largest and well-known Japanese 
trading companies have been 
historically investing in Brazil in 
all these areas for decades. The 
Japan Desk team of PwC Brazil 
has a track record of supporting 
these companies in merger and 
acquisitions transactions with 
proven success and experience  
in this area;

• The World Cup and Olympic Games 
offer major opportunities in the 
areas of infrastructure. Also, a new 
emerging Brazilian middle-class has 
significantly increased the size of 
our local market attracting Japanese 
companies into our food & beverage 
as well as retail & consumer 
markets. The Japan Desk team 
of PwC Brazil is well positioned 
to serve these companies as they 
expect to invest and grow in Brazil;

• Japanese multinational companies 
are frequently heaquartered for  
the Americas Region in the USA. 
Our Global PwC Japan Business 
Network allow the Japan Desk 
team of PwC Brazil to be closely 
connected with the best resources of 
the Japan Desk professional group 
of PwC in the USA. 

• Japanese companies usually make 
long-term investments. They believe 
in the potential of the Brazilian 
market due to its size, population 
growth and credit expansion, 
among other factors. Given the 
significant differences in the 
regulatory and legal environment 
between Japan and Brazil it is 
expected that newcomers will seek 
for the professional advice of our 
team to ensure that their long-term 
investment strategy will have the 
most optimize tax structure from 
the beginning in compliance with 
local tax and regulatory framework;

• The complex tax regulatory system 
and labor legislation in Brazil 
require that foreign companies rely 
on professional assistance to enter 
the local market. Our experienced 
Japan Desk team of PwC Brazil is 
well positioned to support Japanese 
companies to understand such 
complex regulatory environment 
in order for them to make informed 
decisions on their investment 
strategy. We have the ability to 
provide support in, for example, 
identifying potential tax incentives 
(which can vary depending on each 
State in Brazil) and to understand 
the unique brazilian transfer pricing 
regulations;

4 PwC
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We speak your 
language

PwC is present in 158 countries and has 
over 180,000 professionals in the areas of 
Assurance, Advisory and Tax Consulting. 
PwC has been conducting business in 
Brazil since 1915 and currently has 17 
offices in major regions of the country 
with 180 partners and approximately 
5,000 professionals.

We understand that Japanese companies 
have their own culture and strategies to 
conduct business. It is precisely for this 
reason that we have created our Japan 
desk, which is dedicated to serve and 
provide tailored services to Japanese 
companies operating or planning to enter 
the Brazilian market.

The services provided by our Japan Desk 
are distinctive because of the following:

•	 We have a strong global network, and a 
significant presence in Japan. Through 
the Japanese Business Network, which 
is present in almost all PwC offices 
worldwide, we have the ability to 
leverage and share information in 
relation to Japanese clients that are 
present in Brazil to ensure that high 
quality services are provided meeting 
their particular needs;

•	 We are able to communicate in 
Japanese. We have dedicated 
professionals that are Japanese 
descendants who can communicate 
in both Japanese and Portuguese 
and that deeply understand the 
Japanese business culture because 
they have worked in Japan or have 
a long history of working with 
Japanese companies in Brazil. 
In addition, the Japan desk has 
experienced professionals that have 
been seconded to PwC Brazil from 
Japan, who are key to ensure our 
strong ties with PwC Japan and who 
have played a significant role in 
leveraging PwC Japan’s relationship 
with Japanese companies to develop 
business and win projects in Brazil;

•	 In addition to the above, each of the 
dedicated professionals in the Japan 
Desk has its own area of expertise 
in our range of services (Assurance, 
Tax, Advisory), which positions 
PwC Brazil in a competitive 
advantage as compared to its 
competitors that do not possess  
such coverage;

•	 In Brazil, PwC is the largest and 
most renowned firm in the market, 
providing assurance, advisory and 
tax consulting services; and 

•	 PwC Brazil is comprised of 
professionals specialized by 
solutions and industries, ensuring 
the delivery of highly qualified 
services by professionals with deep 
knowledge of the market.
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How PwC can help

In addition, new challenges of the 
international business market require 
a new way to deal with them and 
search for solutions. For this reason, 
we created the Japan Desk, a group 
specialized in supporting Japanese 
clients that conduct business in Brazil.

We use the multicultural makeup 
of our staff and complete and 
specialized knowledge of the 
Japanese culture in the Japan Desk, 
operating together with PwC Japan. 
Therefore, we are prepared to provide 
support both to Japanese companies 
investing in Brazil as well as Brazilian 
companies interested in investing in 
the Japanese market.

We offer our clients complete solutions 
for effective operations in the Brazilian 
market which are solid, sustainable 
and obtain results. We count on 
qualified specialists and methodologies 
consolidated in the marketplace, 
which give our clients confidence 
and contribute to the success of their 
operations.

In Brazil, our assurance, advisory 
and tax management consulting 
teams have years of experience and 
dedicated professionals in several 
industry segments. With complete 
and integrated solutions, we are 
concerned about improving our clients’ 
performance, promoting operational, 
financial, organizational, human 
capital excellence and information 
technology (IT) management 
improvements, sustainability, 
governance, risks and compliance.

Assurance

We have staff specialized in risk 
management services for every area 
and industrial segment. Our global 
standard audit services (assurance) 
are performed by experienced 
professionals auditing, not only 
statutory financial statements but also 
auditing financial statements prepared 
according to International Financial 
Reporting Standards (IFRS) and 
with complete command of generally 
accepted accounting principles in the 
United States (US GAAP). Among the 
main assurance services are:

•	 Statutory financial statement audit;

•	 IFRS financial statement audit;

•	 US GAAP financial statement audit;

•	 Consolidation package audit;

•	 Internal controls audit (US-SOx, 
J-SOx etc.);

•	 Systems audit;

•	 Other discretionary audits; and

•	 Capital Markets & Accounting 
Advisory Services.
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Tax	Consulting

We offer support in preparing annual 
corporate and individual income 
tax returns, consulting on related 
questions with tax due diligence and 
management of tax risks. PwC’s global 
network also allows us to offer services 
on foreign taxes, transfer pricing, 
mergers and acquisitions and financing 
restructuring. The main services 
offered in this area are:

•	 Tax compliance;

•	 Tax planning;

•	 Transfer price consulting;

•	 Corporate income tax; and

•	 Individual income tax.

Business	and	management	
consulting	services

We offer financial, economic and 
strategic consulting on complex issues 
related to the business of our clients. In 
this area, the principal services are:

•	 Strategy;

•	 Finance;

•	 Operations;

•	 Information technology – Strategy 
and Security;

•	 People, Organization and Changes – 
Human Resources Consulting;

•	 Outsourcing of Tax, finance and 
Human Capital Resources;

•	 Corporate risk management and 
compliance;

•	 Forensics;

•	 Internal Audit;

•	 Actuarial Services; 

•	 Corporate Governance;

•	 Project management;

•	 Organizational development;

•	 Business process consulting;

•	 Management of risk value; and

•	 Sustainability.

Mergers	&	Acquisitions	
and	Finance	Restructuring	
(Transaction	Consulting)

Our team consists of over 300 
professional employees, with 
extensive experience in transactions 
in the Brazilian and international 
markets, who can offer full support 
in the analysis and performance 
of transactions involving business 
mergers, acquisitions, sales and 
financial and operational restructuring. 

We support the preparation and 
definition of strategies and the 
analysis of the risks involved, as 
well as the performance of full due 
diligence (corporate, tax, financial and 
operational due diligence). Business 
valuation and capture of synergies and 
gains enable value creation through 
transaction and negotiation strategies 
and acting directly in negotiations with 
stakeholders (creditors, stockholders 
and other stakeholders). We continue 
by supporting the implementation 
of the related changes with a view to 
realizing the gains expected from the 
transaction.

We use the multicultural makeup of our staff 
and complete and specialized knowledge of the 
Japanese culture in the Japan Desk, operating 
together with PwC Japan.
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PwC publications

We support the operation and development of Japanese Companies 
in Brazil. Our knowledge is also summarized and disseminated in our 
specialized publications for the business community of Japan.

“Tradition	in	creating	value	
for	Japanese	clients”	

“Trilingual	Business	Terms	
Glossary	(expected	to	be	
launched	in	July/2013)”

“Trilingual	Accounting	
Terms	Glossary”

“Doing	business	and	
investing	in	Brazil”	

“Doing	deals	in	Brazil”	
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