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Value Added Tax (VAT)

Educational campaigns are
expected to be organised on the
VAT Flat Rate Scheme and VAT
Clearance Certificate, which is to be
introduced in 2008.

Customs & Excise

The government will shortly
announce new policies to address
some of the issues relating to the
valuation of imported of vehicles,
and over-age penalties with a view
to easing the financial burden of
vehicle acquisition.

Government intends to abolish
import duty and VAT on all mobile
phones and introduce a specific
excise duty per minute of airtime.

Sectoral Outlook

Information and Communications
Technology (ICT)

A national fibre optic
communications backbone
infrastructure is being built to
provide affordable and efficient
open access broadband
connectivity.

The Ghana Investment Fund for
Telecommunications has been set
up to facilitate extension of
communication services to the
underserved and unserved areas of
the country. Community
Information Centers will continue to
be constructed in the rural areas to
promote an all-inclusive information
and knowledge society.

On e-government, a government-
wide network will be established to
connect about 64 Ministries,
Departments, and Agencies (MDAs)
to enable better sharing of
information.

Government is facilitating the
establishment of a Science and
Technology Park at the Institute of
Industrial Research. Another
Technology Park will also be

located within the Free Zone
enclave.

Human Resource Development

The government aims to make
available adequate skilled,
knowledgeable, well trained,
disciplined, and healthy labour force
to drive and sustain private sector
growth.

The strategy is to ensure that
people have access to crucial basic
social services such as quality
health care, safe drinking water,
good sanitation, and decent but
affordable housing, which the
government hopes will help Ghana
retain its citizens.

The minimum wage is to be
increased to the equivalent of
US$2.1.

Health

The government has introduced the
Regenerative Health and Nutrition
Programme to address the health
risks arising from the changing life-
style of Ghanaians.

The government has also initiated a
programme for modernising
healthcare designed to improve
access, quality, safety, treatment
outcomes and patient experiences.

Government has released
GH¢140.33 million to support the
National Health Insurance Scheme
(NHIS). Registration for the
scheme, which grew from 8.6
million to about 9.6 million people,
represents approximately 47% of
the population. A US$15 million
loan has been secured from the
World Bank to procure ICT
equipment for service providers
under the scheme.

The Government High Impact Rapid
Deliver programme (funded by a
US$25 million World Bank loan),
which was introduced for achieving
health-related Millennium
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Development Goals, has been
piloted in the 3 northern regions and
the central region.

Tourism

To promote tourism and investment,
the Ministry of Tourism and
Diasporan Relations is seeking to
deepen the relations with African
and Ghanaian Diaspora, improve
the standard of tourism marketing
and services in both public and
private sectors, upgrade and
expand the stock of facilities.

The Ministry will participate in
international exhibitions and fairs,
and continue to market Ghana
through the celebration of the
Emancipation/Joseph Project/World
Tourism Organisation Days.

The Ministry will organise the fourth
Paragliding festival at Atibie, Kwahu
and promote and manage Ghana’s
coastal areas for investment
purposes.

In addition, the Ministry will
establish Tourism Information
Centres in 10 regional and 20
district capitals in the country and
organise training programmes to
ensure that the Economic

Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) standards for service
delivery are observed.

The Ministry will also continue to
facilitate the development of Old
Accra especially the development of
Ababio Square and the Old Fishing
Harbour, facilitate the setting up of
rest stops along major roads and
construct receptive facilities at
Akwamufie and Saltpond.

Energy

In anticipation of the increase in
production of petroleum products in
the near future, as well as the
management of ancillary
businesses that would emerge from
the exploration of the discovered
petroleum fields, the Government is
collaborating with the Norwegian
Government to build capacity and
develop policy framework to deal
with issues of petroleum revenue

and resource management, as well
as environmental, security and
related issues.

Electricity Company of Ghana
(ECG) will invest in 2 broad areas –
improvements in distribution
network and commercial operations.
The main objectives are to increase
the existing capacity to meet the
growing demand for electric power,
remove constraints in the sub-
transmission and distribution
network, reduce losses, and
improve upon voltage quality as well
as the availability and reliability of
electricity supply.

The Ministry of Energy, in
collaboration with other relevant
Ministries and the Ghana Real
Estate Developers Association
(GREDA), will implement a solar
programme to integrate solar fittings
into new housing projects.

The Ministry of Energy in
collaboration with its sector
agencies and the Ministry of
Manpower Youth and Employment
will establish an Energy Efficiency
Enforcement Team to be known as
“Energy Police” or “E-3 Squad” to
check illegal connections, protect
energy sector physical assets and
ensure adherence to efficiency
standards.

The Ministry of Energy will
commence the implementation of
the next stage of the National
Electrification Scheme (NES) with
the objective of accelerating the
extension of electricity to the rural
areas.

The West African Gas Pipeline
Project (WAGPP) is expected to
deliver the first free flow natural gas
to Ghana by December 2007 and
full pipeline compressed gas by the
middle of 2008.

Agriculture

Diversification will be pursued by
the introduction of new commodities
and the creation of opportunities for
value addition to primary
commodities.
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The government will continue to
support the cocoa sector. There will
be: increased producer prices;
sustained bonus payments;
effective diseases and pests control
programme; improved agronomic
practices; and promotion of new
and innovative methods of cocoa
farming.

Bonuses will be paid in July 2008 to
ensure that farmers will have money
during the off-peak seasons.

Road Infrastructure

A number of town roads in district
capitals will be rehabilitated.

Ghana Highway Authority (GHA)
plans to complete the upgrading of
existing weigh bridges, and the
construction of 6 new permanent
weigh stations to monitor axle loads
on the country’s trunk road network.

The Driver Vehicle and Licensing
Authority (DVLA) will continue to
equip some of its major stations
with modern vehicle testing
equipment. It will also expand its
computerisation to include other
regional centres to improve data
capturing.

Vehicle inspection activities will be
ceded to private garages to improve
vehicle inspection and testing.

The DVLA in collaboration with the
Government Technical Training
Centre (GTTC) and National Road
Safety Commission (NRSC) will set
up a model National Driver Training
Academy in Accra for all categories
of vehicles. It will also improve
driver training and testing by
revising the syllabus for written
driving tests and publicise new
regulations for private garages.

Education

The main focus of the Ministry in
2008 will be the implementation of
the Education Reforms Programme,
which began in September 2007. A
comprehensive package of reforms
has been introduced with the main

components including teacher
upgrading and deployment,
attainment of gender parity, the
active promotion of science,
technology and research; and
mainstreaming of pre-schools into
the basic education system.

National Registration

The National Identification Authority
will undertake a Mass Registration
Exercise.

Ghana Investment Promotion
Centre (GIPC)

During 2008 the GIPC will
implement its new business plan in
conjunction with other relevant
Government agencies. The main
focus of the plan will be to
“contribute pro-actively to attracting
and retaining investment as the
basis for Ghana’s Golden Age of
Business”.

The implementation of the new
business strategy is expected to
facilitate an increase in investments
from GH¢880 million in 2007 to
GH¢1.8 billion by the end of 2008.

Bank of Ghana

The Bank of Ghana is establishing a
national switch (the E-ZWICH) to
provide a common platform for
payment transactions in the country.


