
Lower import duties for your products in Vietnam or Japan?
In December 2008, Vietnam and Japan signed their bilateral Economic Partnership Agreement. Based on this Agreement,
originating products from Vietnam can benefit from lower import duty rates when exported to Japan when they meet certain
conditions. Also Japanese originating products can be imported into Vietnam based on lower or nil import duty rates. The
Agreement is scheduled to enter into force on 1 October 2009.

Once the Agreement enters into force, it would be worthwhile for your company to determine as soon as possible whether your
products are covered under the Agreement and to see how your products from Japan or Vietnam can benefit from this
Agreement.

The Agreement will provide for reduced import duty rates in Japan for certain products originating from Vietnam such as certain
textile products, seafood and seafood products, coffee, footwear, electronic products etc.

For Japanese originating exports to Vietnam, the Agreement provides lower or nil import duty rates in Vietnam for products
such as automotive spare parts and certain electronic products.

What does this mean to me?
Leveraging on the Agreement between Japan and Vietnam can result in lower or nil import duties in the destination country for
your products. This will result in lower landed costs in Japan or Vietnam and will allow you to increase your profit in those
markets or sell your products for lower prices to Japanese or Vietnamese buyers.

How can PwC help?
• We can assist you in determining whether your products are covered under the Agreement and calculate likely duty

savings potential

• We can assist you in identifying and implementing strategies for those products that are eligible for duty concessions
from the Agreement

• We can assist you in applying for the relevant Certificates of Origin in Vietnam or Japan that demonstrate that your
products meet the conditions in order to benefit from the duty concessions as provided for under the Agreement.
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