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Recapitulative Statements – new obligations
effective 1 January 2010

As indicated in our newsletter published in April 2009, the intro-
duction of the VAT package with effect from 1 January 2010 has
resulted, inter alia, in a number of additional reporting obligations
for businesses. These include additional details to be disclosed in
the periodic VAT return and new forms to be submitted by persons
registered in terms of article 12 of the VAT Act. Legal Notice 363
of 2009 furthermore extends the reporting requirements in reca-
pitulative statements.

The purpose of this VAT alert is to highlight the new requirements
arising from the said legal notice.

Transactions to be reported in recapitulative statements
Legal Notice 363 of 2009 introduces new transactions that must be re-
ported in recapitulative statements with effect from 1 January 2010.
Before that date, businesses were required to report in such statement,
only exempt intra-Community supplies of goods, being mainly supplies
of goods to VAT registered business established in other EU States.

The new rules require that in addition to exempt intra-Community sup-
plies of goods, businesses must now also report certain transactions in
services in the recapitulative statements. The qualifying services are
those provided by Maltese businesses to customers established in an-
other EU State where the VAT on the supply is accounted for by the
customer in that State under the reverse charge provisions. A qualifying
service therefore includes the services which are subject to VAT in the
EU State of the customer and where the customer provides the Maltese
supplier with a valid VAT identification number.

New filing deadlines
Recapitulative statements must be filed at least on a calendar quarterly
basis. However, in the case where the value of intra-Community sup-
plies of goods and services to be reported in a recapitulative statement
exceeds €50,000 during any calendar quarter or during any of the previ-
ous four quarters, then recapitulative statements (showing supplies of
both goods and services) must be filed on a monthly basis. The filing
deadline in each case is the 15th day of the month following the particu-
lar reporting period. The new legal provisions do not impose the re-
quirement of filing a nil return in the case where no qualifying transac-
tions have been performed during the relative reporting period.

The VAT Act contains a number of provisions that impose penalties and
fines in the case of the late submission of recapitulative statements.
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Information to be reported

The information that needs to be disclosed in the
recapitulative statement, includes the following:

a. the VAT identification number under which
the customer acquired the goods or received
the services in an EU Member State other
than Malta;

b. for each such customer, the total value of the
supplies of goods and the total value of the
supplies of services carried out in the relevant
period;

c. the amounts of any adjustments necessary in
respect of previously filed recapitulative
statements and reference to the relevant pe-
riod to which the adjustment refers.

Manner of submission of recapitulative
statements
Legal Notice 363 of 2009 requires that recapitulative
statements must be submitted by electronic file trans-
fer. This involves a process set out by the Director
General (Land and Public Registry) (hereinafter the
“Registration Authority”) which process depends on
the type of entity under which the business operates
and whether such business undertakes to submit the
recapitulative statements himself or otherwise dele-
gate such process. We set out below some relevant
matters in connection with the process required to be
able to submit recapitulative statements electroni-
cally.

Only individuals in possession of an electronic iden-
tity (e-ID) issued by the Registration Authority can
use e-Government Services, including the possibility
of filing recapitulative statements electronically. An
e-ID is a trusted authentication mechanism for citi-
zens and businesses to identify themselves to elec-
tronically access services from government.

Registration for an e-ID requires the possession of a
Maltese ID Card and an e-mail address and requires
an application to be made personally at the e-ID Reg-
istration Offices (same location as the Passport of-
fice) in Evans Building, Merchants Street, Valletta or
in St. Francis Square, Rabat, Gozo.

Given that only individuals can obtain an e-ID, enti-
ties, including limited liability companies, must
authorise an individual (the Organisation Manager) to
carry out their required e-Government Services. This
process involves:

• The submission, by the Organisation Man-
ager using his e-ID, of an on-line application (Organi-
sation Registration Request) through www.mygov.mt.

• Submitting an Organisation Services Agree-
ment together with an Organisation Resolution.
These documents, depending on the type of organi-
sation under which the business is carried out, can
be downloaded from www.mygov.mt.

Following this process, the business (through its Or-
ganisation Manager if operating through an entity)
will need to apply on-line for e-VAT services. Once
this application is approved by the VAT Department,
the business would be in a position to submit reca-
pitulative statements electronically as required by the
new rules. Such submission can either be made by
the business itself or it can be delegated to be han-
dled by another organisation on its behalf.

How can PricewaterhouseCoopers assist
you?
PricewaterhouseCoopers has been closely following
these developments and can assist you with register-
ing with the Registration Authority as well as the
submission of your business’ recapitulative state-
ments. Should you wish to delegate this function to
our firm please do so by delegating it on-line to
“CP Notif - 01”, being our registration number, or by
contacting us for further details.
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