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While the world waits for the European Union to turn the corner, moderate 
growth in some regions is offset by erosion in others, keeping the industry in 
neutral. Despite these mixed signals, R&D remains strong as the industry 
approaches a new era of innovation and collaboration. 
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Global update

Through the first half of 2013, the automotive The development and integration of new technology 
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industry has provided a number of mixed signals, 
with significant investments announced in some 
markets being countered by ongoing cuts in others. 
Light vehicle assembly is expected to reach 81m 
units this year, a 2.3% YoY increase. While regions 
such as Developing Asia-Pacific (+2.24m) and North 
America (+770k) have contributed heavily, 
Developed Asia-Pacific (-859k) is expected to see 

i d d li   bl  i  l li d b d  

into vehicles to improve safety, fuel efficiency, 
communications and infotainment continues to 
accelerate with joint initiatives being announced in 
recent weeks. Autofacts anticipates a steady rollout 
of some of these technologies over the next several 
years, while others are not expected to reach mass 
production for some time. For example, while 
hybrid, electric and fuel cell vehicle production 

t d f  hl  8% f t t l bl  i  continued declines as assembly is localised abroad. 
Meanwhile, the world has been forced to wait for the 
European Union (-500k) to make its long awaited 
rebound…which is now not expected until early 2014 
at the earliest. Longer term, these markets are 
expected to stabilise and, along with continued 
investment in developing regions, are forecasted to 
drive annual global light vehicle assembly past the 
100m plateau for the first time e er  reaching 101 m 

accounted for roughly 2.8% of total assembly in 
2012, that number is expected to increase to 
approximately 5% by 2017 as industry collaboration 
drives costs down and performance metrics are 
simultaneously improved. Other technologies, such 
as clean diesel, compressed natural gas (CNG) and, 
further down the road, driverless vehicles will also 
gain traction as the industry approaches a new era of 
innovation  While some technologies are still a 
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100m plateau for the first time ever, reaching 101.m 
units in 2017 with an impressive compound annual 
growth rate (CAGR) of 5.02%.

innovation. While some technologies are still a 
number of years away from being brought to market, 
the investments in them have already begun.
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How PwC can help • Richard Hanna                                                       
With the continuing evolution of  technology and 
demographic shifts, along with an ever changing 
regulatory environment, understanding the impact 
on the entire supply chain can provide a crucial edge 
for your business.

To continue this conversation and learn how PwC 
can help address the multi-faceted challenges within 
the automotive industry, please visit 
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Overview
The Autofacts Analyst Note Plus is a paid version of our popular Analyst Note publication. The Analyst 
Note Plus is designed to provide a cost-efficient forecasting service to all participants within the 
automotive value chain.

Available as an annual subscription, clients will receive four (4) quarterly forecast update issues that 
contain in-depth global and regional analysis that discusses relevant market trends, insights and a 
near-term outlook.  Additionally, 16 pages of light vehicle assembly and powertrain data are provided 
in each issue.  

A standard one-year subscription to the Analyst Note Plus is US$350. An enhanced version is also 
available, which includes an accompanying Excel file of the assembly and powertrain data, for US$450.

To learn more, please visit www.autofacts.com/anplus.asp

© 2013 PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership. All rights reserved. PwC refers to 
h  S b  fi  d  i  f   h  C k  h b  fi  i    l l i  

Autofacts. Anytime. Anywhere.

For information regarding our 
products and services please visit us at 

www.autofacts.com

the US member firm, and may sometimes refer to the PwC network. Each member firm is a separate legal entity. 
Please see www.pwc.com/structure for further details. This content is for general information purposes only, and 
should not be used as a substitute for consultation with professional advisors. Autofacts is a registered trademark 
of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pwc-autofacts/id586744564?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pwc-autofacts/id586744564?mt=8
mailto:richard.hanna@us.pwc.com
mailto:dietmar.ostermann@us.pwc.com
mailto:alexander.unfried@de.pwc.com

