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The European Union is starting to show signs of growth… capacity is 
expanding in North America and developing Asia-Pacific… improvement in 
economic conditions has led to gains in consumer confidence...  
These are all positive indications of what’s to come for the industry in 2014. 

Positive outlook for 2014 
While much of 2013 was centered around lingering 
questions of  when the European Union would turn 
itself around, 2014 appears to be the year where 
most regions will show year-over-year (YoY) growth. 
The lone exception continues to be the developed 
Asia-Pacific region, which is forecasted to decline 
~1.5% in 2014. Recent announcements to remove 
significant capacity in South Korea, Japan and 
Australia have long-term implications, but the 
recent weakening of the Yen should help buoy 
Japanese assembly in the near term. 

Looking at the global topline, Autofacts is 
forecasting light vehicle assembly to reach 87.4m 
units in 2014 for increase of 5.8% from 2013. The 
European Union is forecasted to grow by 3.6% – a 
slower rate than the global topline, but growth itself 
is significant nonetheless as it would represent a 
turning point for the struggling region. Accelerated 
growth is anticipated to begin in 2015 and onward. 

Another major story line of 2013 was the continued 
comeback of the North American market.  2014 
promises to be another strong year for assembly, 
albeit at a slightly slower rate of growth. Autofacts is 
forecasting North American assembly to reach just 
over 17m units in 2014, representing a YoY increase 
of 4.2%, due primarily to increased consumer 
demand and new capacity being added.  

It should come as no surprise that growth within the 
developing Asia-Pacific region will continue at a 
feverish pace, led by additional assembly and 
capacity investment in China. The region is expected 
to reach an impressive 30.2m units of assembly in 
2014 – a YoY increase of 11.6%. China alone is 
forecasted to contribute 20.8m units, or 24% of the 
global assembly topline growth in 2014, further 
solidifying itself as the world’s most important 
automotive market. With such a positive outlook, 
2014 is shaping up to be a good year indeed for the 
industry. 

Quarterly Forecast Update 
A happy new year for the industry 
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Global:  Regional Assembly Topline Outlook 
2014 

Source: Autofacts 2014 Q1 Data Release 
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Download the Autofacts App 
Now available in Canada, China and Germany, with additional markets coming soon. 

PwC has identified five global megatrends – each with key implications that 
we believe will impact our future and the future of our clients over the next decade 

• Demographic shifts 

• Shift in global economic power 

• Accelerating urbanization 

• Climate change and resource scarcity 

• Technological breakthroughs  

Find out more by downloading our  2013 Global Annual Review, available now 
on our global homepage at www.pwc.com. 

Analyst Note Plus 
Overview  
 The Autofacts Analyst Note Plus is a paid version of our popular Analyst Note publication.  With a one-

year subscription, you will receive four (4) quarterly forecast update issues that contain the following 
information: 

 In-depth global and regional overviews that discuss relevant market trends, events and near-
term outlook 

 16 pages of light vehicle assembly and powertrain data 

The Analyst Note Plus subscription is designed to provide a cost-efficient forecasting service to all 
participants within the automotive value chain.  

An enhanced version of the Analyst Note Plus is also available, which includes an accompanying Excel file 
of the assembly and powertrain data. 

 To purchase a subscription to the Analyst Note Plus publication, simply go to www.autofacts.com and 
navigate to “Analyst Notes Plus ” under the Analyst Notes section on the left-hand toolbar. 
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